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R law to the pay ofclerks now in the executive and table in the House. I believe it is about t e und oe > oa eee :) : 
jepartments of Washington, be, and is hereby, leared by t ot hcl ; tee a ee ee ee a nded by adding 
lowe the clerks employed in the City Post Office in the a oy his civil and Gipromatic Ol It seems ‘Sand for other purposes 
Washington, commencing at the same time that the as if we were going to get ali the 3ontol aad : 
rs did, on the lst of July, 1852. Mr. SHIELDS. 8 canal entaier.thin aoe PRINTING OF SBVENTH CENSUS 
Mr. ALI KER. At any other time I would isolated proposition, but I think it is exceed y On motion by Mr. BORLAND, Senate, as 
») for this most cheerfully; but I think the Sena- indiscreet to be added to this bill. in Committee of the Whole, eeded nsider 
+ ¢ 1 Dp t ioint } ‘ 
al of the Committee on Finance wil! Mr. BRODHEAD. I mere y wish to yt ‘ it re re ( c e Ho if Represer 
W me, that to enter upon an increase of I introduced into the Senate the measure in De \ roviding the print 1 binding o 
salary now upon the civil and diplomatic bill is cember last, in which the old States feel agreat in- | Mereturns of the Seve Census. It was reported 
vrong. terest. All that I ask now isa vole It is recom- from e ( mittee rr r Ww n amen 
Mr. RUSK. Itis no increase of salary. The mended by the Commissioner of the General Land | ™€htso as to make | . 
1 . ‘ He Both sect } \ ’ ; 
rovision was adopted by the Senate to place the Ofice. soth sections have been submitted to | . l t ! the i r er the 
employees of the Government upon the same and they are correct. 8 . . ~ Ret : y > 
ry . . , » I i ‘ 1 ? th ; t 34 . . ' 
f or The clerks for whom I propose to pro- Mr. BORLAND. I havea word t is’ a it yt t of th 
. ‘ . > bli e ? ‘ : - ' ne 
in theamendment, work harder to my knowl- the Committee on Pu _L nds. This subje Select | mite re Se 2, and 
ethan.any other. It was adopted at the last || Was referred to that comr ee. 4 arious circum- nt er +" 1, H ind Sta 
d . 4 » ' diaia t t “tat j \ ' : of 
session by the Senate, but was lost in the House. , Stances gave rise to delay, | , and i 0 n ré the & aaa - » Geneon aioe 
' ile 
ine amendmer it was agreed to. oa old } a ean 0 eee had reported a hs mer j iken 88 «a 
ee : they would have reported adversely to the pre { “ ; 
Mr. RUSK. I submit another amendment: ei oT" eters ? Omit the «1 tA t . 
f : ‘ ‘ ‘ History an 
Sr And be it further enacted, Thatas , Tr: D . leg , 1s 
re dd peplcscen beret 3M geek bn 3c bot de Mr. Se Iowa. I move to amend the ' eee and t 
gs 000, for the purchase of a site, and the erection - emarks W the heading *‘ Populat iu State of 
a le building for a post office in the city of Wash amendment b ry Jin s the followir 5: Maryland) prefixed to the tabular statements, embracit g 
rt » expended under the direction of the Postmaster And that a scale stead of one hundred and sixty acre twenty-two pages, from one to twe two, | nclusi 
G of the public lands be granted to every person who shall vith the exception of the t ilar statement at page twenty, 
+ . . preafter inhi and cultivate the same for five const showing the progress of populati to 18 
Every one knows the condition of the post mr ms oe inhabit and cultivate the same for fix nee 1 in he stale 7 a , . 
‘ s. Silk ) reu ed 
office in this city. Mr WELI ER a 1 ¢ +] : ‘Ss 1. Insert the tabular statement ation y 
Y , ‘ . ivir. ls 4, ce Oo tt PAS ATC AVS - ‘ 
Mr. HUNTER. I hopethat willnot beadopted. ncaa il = pee h . a a ee a ai yS || ering from page twenty-three to page twenty six, both in 
y ' . . Ol ne € ent tto thes , ment, ar tney ‘ . 
We have not time to consider that at this time. i td ae ment to the amendment, ant y "t Third, O 
. were ordered. ‘Third, Oot the tabular state ’ | we 
There is a question where that post office ought to M HUNTER [1 i , even to page thirty 1 } lusive, and sul Tete table 
vir. ) On. 1ope I may b ermitted t : ee 7) ca , — 
be: whether we want a new building, or whether 7 ; ‘h, d ee ee eee 1owing the nativity of the inhabitants of the State, wit! 
. succes 0s tie 2 sion tk ‘ote r ‘ . - 
we can take the basementeither of the addition to eae ee: Wi ' > Came se Vew ser i it reference to local re » giving ex and color, 
- . *.* e nudme i { it rely fe the pur- similar t he ible heads ‘Rk pit ition.’ t pag 
the Patent Office, or of the addition which may be | ?™©" ¢ fof to the aan ment merely 50F tae pul ee ee me ' headed ‘ Reeapitulation,’ at | 
on ‘ é seo 2A f ot y t ay that if eoncevett iTty 
nade to the new Post Office Building. I hope we eg 4d ees a aoe i ; “J Omit the tables rela dumb 
ame t the amendment ado \ , apt ~ 
W not go into that question now. Sea ta r a ( . adopted, we wi blind. insane. and id occupying ft nage thirty-one to 
re l ‘ one 2hpate on we wil ote tu f hot 1 } : ; . 
Th e amendment was rejected. z . WW he Se ng tee "s : page th four, both inclusive ; retain the table headed * Re 
: down. > >not time to ro inte scussion capitulation,’ on pag five, andom t hve d ‘Mr 
Mr. RUSK. I have another amendment: a ae eae ae ee ee sceandt oma famitien _—— 
z - mised — upon it now. ul and f ve ives,’ ¢ t . ag retain the 
For compensation of 1omas Ritchie, assignee of i ONDE 4] tal headed * Pr pa i | trades,’ on 
D nf Tp - ‘ 3 ‘ OV a sSennts ) . 
im M. Belt, for printing done during the Thirty-first Con > Mr. D iE, Ke va. If BS from pa thirt ! led ‘A ur rod 
gress, at the rate at present authorized by law, $25,000, or E ennsyivania Will wit idraw his amendme Iw t page ' ' t 
sou 1 thereof as may be required: Provided, That in set withdraw mine. * Fifth. ¢ I table Ine iblis ents 
tlingt le acc yunts of Thomas Ritchie, assignee of William M. Mr. HUNTER. l hone the Senator f } from page thirty-ni to p \ iw iv 
Belt, forall work done under his contract, he shall be allowed P eee Id s Hy : * Sizvth. Omit tal uded * Real 1 personal estate 
ice now paid the public printer, putting the paper used ee wets r rite tS GISSRS SS We ind taxe Wag nd * Pat I rand 1 pages 
iim at cost only embarrass the bill. sixty-three andsixty-four; omitt ' professes 
, 7 y . . . 1c ts t > y 2 ad a to give t ‘Pri t r es i 1 stat ‘ led * i 
Mr. I NDERWOOD. Is that in order? The eos and navs ber ot Ken on th imend ae mw I i u , bad nt . { a 
‘ T rm r ty - t. resuited—veas VY nay ; -? 7 se © PUSS iG Frew : nied, e state 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chair is of _ to t > aaa t, res ted ye -——9 7 ment headed ‘ Newspapers and p i wre sixt 
pinion that it is an amendment providing fora 24; as follows: four, and the statements headed ‘ Educat und * Chureh 
private claim, and is therefore not in order. ¥ EAS—Messrs. Atchison, Bell, Borland, Bright, Chase, | es,’ on pages rixty ixty-erght, , . 
' Mr.B ROD! LEAD. | | 1 Dodge of Wisconsin, Dodge of lowa, Douglas, Dow © Seventh. Omit medical statistics, life tables, ete., to the 
,ve . ‘ 0 £e : : . : 
7 iv AI have endeavored to get Geyer, Gwin, Hale, Houston, Jones of lowa, Jones of Ten end of the wor 
t floor for the last two a yr the yurpose of nessee, Mallory, Rusk, Seward, Shields, Sum WwW alker *‘ Fight Chere shall be prepared and | ishe abular 
offering an amendment. now submit one; and and Weller 22 statements showing the alton als 
\ $—Mess ams, Badge Bayard trad ‘ sions of States I ! ; 
[ ask ig that we may h ive a vote upon it. It B N AY . wee $9 on whee ; : yard, | enerae Le = , = . ; he 
to carr ut a reco! ates da at fs Cc oe srodhe ul, Bu ler, Charlton, Davis, Dawson, De ius ships, hundreds, « W ' ret suffi n 
a6 & FOCUS mn or the Commis- Fitzpatrick, Foot, Hamlin, Hunter, Miller, Morton, Norr for their formation 
§ r of the General Land Office, vrantinge one Pearce, Phelps, Pratt, Smith, Spruance, Toucey, ! ‘ Nint ! ty ; ' tat 
hundred and sixty acres of land to the soldiers of | detwood—24 miorm to th terat ita 
the warof 1812. The amen dment is well matured So the amendment to the amendme was reé ‘Re , : ; 
by the Department, and is entirely right. I do jected. the a nber usua rdered 
not desire to debate it. All [ask isa vote. It is Mr. BRODHEAD called for the yeas and nay 1ousand five hundred copies for the us 
to add to the bill the following: on his amendment, but they were not ordered ten thousand Copies the use of the Hi 
Sec. 1. 4nd be it f irther enacted, That the provisions Phe amendme! twas the n reject d matte pall not ex 1 the rink ! t ’ f 
the sever: ] rs oruY ie w;wunty is 2 » office , 7 ! ‘ ; ' ‘ ’ fr — 
nes everal law granting bounty lands to the officers Mr. HAMLIN [am instructed by the Com- cents per thousand en e cost eo f i nr 
and soldiers who have been engaged in the military service . C cm ee : | tatements ! ‘ the sun ‘ ‘ sper 
of the United States shall be, and the same are hereby, ex mittee on Commerce to oller the followm imenc¢ ces dt ‘ ' : . eos O% 6 \ 
tended so as to grant to eac h of the persons therein de ment: the sum of ( rt d i 
scribed, a quantity of land which, in addition to that to For repairing and rebuilding the light house at Bear R lwed furt hat t entire rk f 
which he may be entitled under any other law of Congress, Island, which has been destroyed, 25,00" wrdered shall be 1 1 ipa to 7 
shall not, in the whole, exceed the quantity of a quarter For completing the light-houses at Half Moon Shoal, and paper { suring tha ‘ x t t t 
section, or one hundred and sixty acres; and each of the Red Fish Bar, and Clopper’s Bar, on the t lexa i , Weighing tt t pounds tot ré r 
rs, non-commissioned officers, musician, and pri 23,000. ed and eighty sheets, lof the qua Vv Use 
vates, engaged inthe naval, marine, gun-boat, or flotilla TATTOO Dp 1m ' 1? extra copies of documents ordered tot ( 
service, or in the defense of the coast, in any of the wars Mi HU N I ER. I nat — uid £0 a the type to be used to be brevier, exce 
mentioned in said acts, shall be entitled to the benefits of light-house ¢ appropriation bill. the several columns of the tabu 
= i laws a eo extended. Mr. HAMLIN. If the Senator will look at and such tables as will | r 
Sec. 2. . be it further actec he ter the pas . 1 vhi : » printed in nony ! ! t 
ant } ee eee enacted, That, after the pa this bill he will find that there are precisely simi- | Which shall be printed 1 _ 
age of this act, all warrants shall be issued inthe names , eet rho hen hille oI e | respects, except those hereinbefore specif t vork 
of the persons who rendered the service for which they | /ar provisions in it. There is in the bill a class of || 0 executed according t a a al : 
are granted, whether living or dead, and shall] inure to amendments to finish light-houses that have not ‘An act providing for executing the pul nting, 
aa benefit Be the warrantee, ; living, and if not, to the | been completed. There are also provisions in it stablishing the ces thereof, and for other purpose, 
leirs specified in the several laws extended by this act; ' ' } : red August 26, 1852 
¢ j si . ep r} ' +] ave beer troy approved wu 26, [Row 
and failing those heirs, to the heirs-at-law of the warrantee, tor ur lig it-houses that have . 1 des cuyeu. ” 66 Re slved furthe hat the binding of the wo 
according to the laws of the place in which he had his dom [t is very uncertain whether we will have any | pefore mentioned shall be executed under th ection 
icil at the time of his death; and all patents for lands lo light-house bill this year. My amendment pro- || the respe Committees on Printing for each H A 
cated with any such warrants shall, in like manner, issue vides for repairing one light whic] h has been de- shall be paid for out of the contingent fund of the tv 
to the warrantee; and, in case of his death before the issu- t at { ¢ sahil o t] » others on the Houses of Congress, as is now prescribed by law 
ing of said patent, the title thereby conveyed shall inure to, ® royed, = & —e eung oe owe a : : ." aad at 
and vest in, coast of Texas. I think they come within a class Mr. HAMLIN. There isa blank to be f 


his heirs as aforesaid, or fis or their assignees 
as the case may be: Prouded, however, That 
no person who has perpetrated, or atte mpted to perpetrate, 
a fraud onthe United States, under either of said laws as 
aforesaid, shall be entitled to the benefit of any of the pro- 


or devisees. 


visions of this act. 
Mr. HUNTER. I hope we will vote this down. 


There has been a general complaint that aay 
eould not get clear of the bills on the Speaker's 
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| be read a thir 


which properly belongs to this bill; and no Sena- 
tor should oppose them. 
The amendment was agreed to. 


No further amendments being proposed, the 
amendments which had been agreed to were or- 
dered to be engrossed, and the bill was ordered to 
time. It was read a third time 


recard to the number 
the use of the Senate. | 


in the amendment in 

copies to be printed for 
move t ** seven thousand.’’ 

Theamendmentto theamendment was agreed to 

Mr. HAMLIN. x 

thousand five hundred copies are provided for the 

} Senate. To make it correspor d, | move to strike 


to inser 


In other parts « ne Dill si 
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5 > an .or 
out “‘six thousand five hundred and insert 
’9 
** seven thousand. 

The amendment was acreed to: and the ques- 
tion recurring on the amendment of the committee 
as amended, it was agreed to. The joint resolu 
tion was then reported to the » 
the amendment was concurred in, and ordered to 
be engrossed; and the joint resolution was ordered 


It was read a third time, 


enate as amended; 


to be read a third time. 


and passed. ‘ 
REGISTER OF VESSELS. 
Mr. HAMLIN. I am instru ted by the Com- 
mittee on Commerce, to whi h was referred the 


° . ol 
bill from the Hou ie OT vepresentatives entitled 


‘© An act to authorize the issuing of a register to 


‘the brig Boundary, and to change the names of 


‘the steamers Roger Williams and propeller On- 
¢ tario,’’ to re port tne same wilh an ame ndment. 
Unless the action of the Senate can be had now, 
the owner of the vessel provided for in the amend- 
ment will be compelled to keep it in port. It will 


give rise to no debate, and I therefore 
may be acted upon. 
up. 
Py 7 } q 
The motion was agreed to: and the Senate, as 


ask that it 


I move that the bill be taken 


_ . LAS} a ls sivler 
in Committee of the W noe, pro ‘eeded to considet 


the bill. The amendment reported by the Com- 
mittee on Commerce was as follows: 


“Src. 3. And he it further enacted, That the Secretary 
of the Treasury |! ihe is hereby, authorized to issne to 
A. 1. Baptista, of Baltimore, Maryland, a citizen of the 
United States, a register for the Prussian built brig Weinrich 
Von Gagern, under the name of the General Pierce, said 
vessel having been purchased by him under a decree of 
sale from the district court of the I ted States for the di 
trict of Maryland Py led, [tis proved to the satistaction 
of the said Secretary that the repairs put upon said vessel 


constitute three fourths of the orginal cost of a vessel of 
the same tonnage.’’ 

The amendment was agreed to; the bill was 
reported to the Senate asamended; the amendment 
was concurred in, and ordered to be encrossed 
and the bill to be read a third time. 


The bill was 
read athird time and passed; and the title was 
amended by adding ‘fand to the brig Heinrich 
Von Gagern.”’ 

PRE-EMPTION RIGHTS. 

A message was received from the House of Re p- 
resentatives, by Mr. Hayes, its Chief Clerk, an- 
nouncing that it insisted on its amendment, dis- 
agreed to by the Senate, to the bill to extend 
preémption rights to unsurveyed lands, and for 
other purposes; that it asked a conference on the 
disagreeing votes of the two Houses, and that it 
had appointed A. G. Brown, Joun Moore, and 
Joun L. Dawson, the Committee of Conference 
on its part. 

On motion by Mr. DOWNS, it was ordered that 
the Senate agree to the Committee of Conference 
asked by the House of Representatives, and that 
the President appoint the managers on the part of 
the Senate; and Mr. Fereucn, 
Mr. Puerrs were appointed. 

COLONEL FREMONT. 

A message was also received from the House 
of Representatives, informing the Senate that it 
insisted on its amendment, disagreed to by the 
Senate, to the bill for the relief of John Charles 
Frémont, late lieutenant colonel in the Army of 
the United States; that it agreed to the conference 
asked for by the Senate on the disagreeing votes 
of the two Houses, and that it appointed Mr. 
Gorman, Mr. Haven, and Mr. Orr, managers 
on its part. ; 

On motion by Mr. GWIN, the President of the 
Senate was authorized to appoimt the committee 
on the part of the Senate; and Mr. Gwin, Mr. 
Pearce, and Mr. Suieips, were appointed. 

OATH TO THE VICE PRESIDENT ELECT. 

A message was also received from the House 
of Representatives, stating that it had passed a 
bill from the Senate, providing for administering 
the oath of office to William R. King, Vice Presi- | 
dent elect of the United States of America, with 
an amendment. 

Mr. HUNTER. I ask by general consent that 
that bill betaken up and acted upon. The amend- 
ment of the House simply provides that the oath 
be administered at Havana or any other place. I 
move to concur in the amendment. 

The motion was agreed to. 


POST OFFICE APPROPRIATION BILL. 


_ On motion by Mr. HUNTER, the Senate, as 
in Committee of the Whole, proceeded to con- | 





Mr. Downs, and 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


1 
sider the bill from the House of Representatives | 
‘*making appropriations for the service of the 
Post Office Department for the fiscal year ending 
June 30, 1854.”’ 

The bill was reported to the Senate without 
amendment. 

Mr. HUNTER. There is one amendment re- | 
ported from the Committee on Finance, to add an 
additional section to the bill, as foliows: 

Sec. 3. And he tt further enacted, That in all cases 
where the Postmaster General shall be satisfied that either 
money or property stolen from the United States mails shall 
have been exchanged for other money or property, and has 
been received at his Department, he shall have authority, 
upon satisiactory evidence that the same belongs to any 
individual, firm, or corporation, to pay over and deliver such | 
money to the owner thereof, 

The amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. RUSK. The Committee on the Post Office 
and Post Roads have directed me to submit the 
following amendment: 

For raising the 
Post Office Dep 





y of one of the 31,600 clerks in the 
irtment tothe grade ot the chief clerk, to be 
employed in conducting correspondence, and pertorming 
other duties relating to foreign mail postal arrangemeuts 
with foreign countries. 

Mr. HUNTER. I will suggest to the Senator 
from Texas that this is done in an amendment 
which was put upon the civil and diplomatic bill. 
If the House should adopt the amendment on that 
bill, he will find his purpose accomplished. 

Mr. RUSK. Notquite. I examined the amend- 
ment offered by the honorable Senator. It only 
raises the salary of this officer, who is a very im- 
portant one. The amendment which I offered 
‘ommended by the Postmaster General, 
and sanctioned unanimously by the Committee 
on the Post Oficeand Post Roads. It only raises 
the salary $200. He now receives $1,600. If 
the amendment to the other bill should fail, this 
will provide for him. If it should not, no injus- 
tice will be done 

Mr. HUNTER. My objection is, that if the 
amendment to the civil and diplomatic bill is 
adopted, and this is also adopted, he will get two 
salaries. 

Mr. RUSK. There is no danger of that. 

The amendment was agreed to. | 

Mr. RUSK. Lam directed by the same com- 
mittee to submit the following amendment: 


has been rev 


And be it further enacted, That the Postmaster General 
be, and he is hereby, authorized, in addition to the ordinary 
sieamboat service on the Potomac, to contract for an effi- 
cient ice-boat or ice-boats being kept forthe conveyance of 
the mail during the winter month Provided, Thatthe ad 
ditional expense to be incurred by the Department for keep- 
ing up such ice-boat or ice-boats shail not exceed $20,000, 

A bill containing that provision has already 
passed the Senate. | 

Mr. WALKER. I hope it will not pass now. 

Mr. RUSK. This proposition has already re- 
ceived the mature deliberation oftheSenate. After 
considerable discussion, it passed by a large ma- | 
jority. 

The amendment was agreed to; there being, on 
a division—ayes 19, noes 14. 7 

Mr. FOOT. The Committee on the Post Of- 
fice and Post Roads has directed me to offer the 
following amendment: 

Sec. —. .4nd he it further enacted, That the third section 
of the actentitled ** An act making appropriation for the 
service of the Post Office Department during the fiscal year 
ending 30th June, 1853, and tor other purposes,’? approved 
3ist of August, 1852, be and the same is hereby repealed. 

One word of explanation. At the last session, | 
an amendment was incorporated in the appropria- 
tion bill for the Post Office Department, fixing the 
salaries of all the route agents in the United States 
at the uniform sum of $1,000. Prior to that time, | 
it had rested in the discretion of the Postmaster 
General to graduate the salaries according to the 
extent of the route, and the amount of service to 
be performed. The post office routes on the rail- 
roads of the country, vary from twenty miles to | 
two hundred and fifty miles in length, consequently 
the service of the various route agents varies in 
about the same proportion. The objection to the 
amendment which was incorporated in the bill at 
the last session, without much notice and without 
consideration, is, that it makes no discrimination, 
but pays $1,000 to an agent running but twenty- 
five miles, and the same to an agent running two 
hundred and fifty miles. This repeals that sec- 
tion, and leaves it to the discretion of the Post- 
master General as before to graduate the compen- 
sation according to the service and length of the | 
route. 





March 2, 


The amendment was agreed to, 
Mr. HAMLIN. The Committee on the Post 
Office and Post Roads has directed 


5 s ne to offer 
the following amendment: 


Sec. —. Ind beit further enacted, That the Px stmaster 
General is hereby authorized to make such arrangem, nt as 
he may deem advisable by causing the letters sent to Cay 
fornia and Oregon to be advertised free of expense to the 
United States, and by the issuing of circulars to the poOstmas 
ters and causing the same to be published, to insure, as far 
as possible, the delivery of the letters sent by mail from 
Atlantic States to California to the individuals to w} 
they are directed. 
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The object of that is simply this: There is now 
issued one paper which professes to publish, with- 
out charge to the Government, an accurate list o¢ 
the letters sent to California on its own account. 
This is simply to authorize the Postmaster Gen. 
eral to issue a circular to the various postmasters 
to forward tothis individual, if he sees fit to publish 
the Jetters which are sent; consequently when the 
mail goes to California there goes along with jt 
this notice, so that those in California may know 
what letters go there. 

Mr. HUNTER. Is the Senator quite sure that 
there will not be an equitable claim against the 
Government for the advertising ? 

Mr. HAMLIN. There will not. 

The amendment was acreed to. 

Mr. WELLER. 


I offer the following amend- 
ment to the bill: 


Be it further enacted, That Hiram O. Alden and James 
Eddy, their associates and assigns, are hers by authorized 
and empowered to construct, at their own expense, a Jine 
of telegraph from St. Louis, in Missouri, or any other 
point on the western bank of the Mississippi river the 
may select, through the public lands belonging to and under 
the jurisdiction of the United States, to San Francisco, in 
California, or to some other point on the Pacific ocean, in 
as direct a line as practicable, with liberty to construct 
branches or diverging lines to Texas, to New Mexico, to 
Utah, and to Oregon, as is hereinafter set forth, 

Sec. 2. Andbe it further enacted, That said line of tele 
graph shall be constructed of durable materials, thoroughly 
insulated, securely placed under the surface of the earth, 
rock, or water, with testing tubes every five miles, and with 
working stations at distances averaging not more than on: 
hundred miles, to secure the thorough working of the same, 
and for its repair and protection. Said working stations 
shall be supplied with the necessary telegraph instruments, 
operators, and men. And said line of telegraph shall be 
completed and putin operation within eighteen months from 
the enacting of this bill, and shall thereafter be kept in op- 
eration by night as well as by day. 

Sec. 3. And he it further enacted, That there shall be 
granted and reserved to the General Government forever 
the tree and prior use of said line for the transmission of 
all official dispatches and communications between said 
Government and its officers: Provided, however, Thatsaid 
free dispatches and communications shall not exceed a 
monthly aggregate of more than seventhousand words, but 
still reserving to the Government the prior use to any ex- 
tent, which said line is capable of transmitting, by paying 
the same fees paid by individuals for like services, and no 
more. 

Sec. 4. And be it further enacted, That for the transmis- 
sion of all private dispatches and communications over the 
main line of said telegraph from the Mississippi to the Pa- 
cific, the charges in no case shall exceed ten dollars for each 
message of ten words or less, exclusive of date, address, 
and signature ; and not exceeding seventy-five cents for each 
added word. 

Sec. 5. And be it further enacted, That said Alden and 
E.ddy, their associates and assigns, shall, at their own ex- 
pense, keep said line of telegraph in working order, and 
shall, at their own cost, operate and protect the same ; and 
if they shall unreasonably neglect so to do for the space ot 
six successive months—unless prevented by some unavoid 
able calamity, arising from the sickness of operators upon 
the line, or from Indian hostility and depredation—said 
line of telegraph, with all its instruments, fixtures, and ap 
purtenances, shall be forfeited to, and become the prop- 
erty of, the United States. 

Sec. 6. 4nd he it further enacted, That upon the com- 
pletion of said line of telegraph, and so soon as the same 
shall be put in operation, and the free use thereof, as afore- 
said, tendered to the Government ef the United States, 
there shall be issued to said Alden and Eddy, their heirs or 
assigns, land warrants for fifteen hundred thousand acres of 
land, which they may select and locate as follows: From 
and after the completion as aforesaid, they shall be at lib 
erty to select from any of the public lands along and near 
said line of telegraph, not before sold or appropriated, any 
quantity not less than a section nor more than a township, 
in one body; and if more than one township shali be taken 
in the same locality, alternate townships only shall be se- 
lected. The President of the United States shall cause the 
unsurveyed lands upon said line of telegraph, which may 
be selected as aforesaid, to be surveyed; and if, after the 
expiration of two years from the completion aforesaid, said 
lands shall not have been surveyed, they shall be at liberty to 
re-locate the like quantities in any State or Territory where 
the lands are surveyed, and open to private entry or sale ; 
and as fast as said Jands shall be thus located, the Commis 
sioner of the General Land Office shall, on application 
therefor, issue patents for the same: Provided, That in the 
event a railroad to the Pacifie ocean shal! be located on or 


near the route selected for a telegraph line, the grant of 


land contemplated in this section shall be so located as not 
to interfere with any grant Congress may make to aid in the 
eonstruction of said railroad. 
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it further enacted, That any material of 
requisite and necessary for the con 


2 7. And be 

gn manufacture ; 
’ ! said line of telegraph, and actuaily to be used 
’ for, may be imported into the United States free of 


1 ol 


ect 


ity thereon. 


"Mr. HUNTER. I hope the Senator from Cal- 
ifornia will not press that amendment to this bill. 
We have not time to consider the project for a tel- 
evraphic line to the Mississippi; we cannot go into 
the merits of the proposition. It seemsto me that 
+ would be better to withdraw it. 
~ Mr. WELLER. I might be disposed to yield 
to the Senator from Virginia, if it were not the fact 
that he opposed, I believe, every measure which 
looks to the interest of the particular section of 
country from which I come. 1 think this is the 
proper place to make this appropriation. I shall 
propose some amendments to the amendment. In 
first place, to strike out ‘* St. Louis,’’so as not 
to interfere with any telegraphic lines now in suc- 
ssful operation in the State of Missouri, and in- 
+t in lieu of it, ** Camden,”’ 


1c 


+} 
wil 





gert which is on the ter- 
ritorial line. I would state further, for the inform- 
ation of the Senate, that the amendment proposes 
that after the line shall have been fully constructed, 
the contractors shall be entitled to a million and a 
half acres of land, and that in consideration of the 
land, the Government shall be entitled to the transit 
of all its messages, free of expense, so that, if you 
choose to regard it as a mail contract for the mere 
transmission of messages for the Government, it 
will be found one of the cheapest contracts made 
for the Post Office Department. There is norisk, 
therefore, on the part of the Government. The 
contractors themselves take all the responsibility. 
They are to make the line within two years and 
upon the execution of it, and not till then, they re- 
ceive a grant of a million and a half acres of land. 
That is the whole of this amendment. 

Mr. HUNTER. I think that the Senator from 
California has done me injustice in saying that I 
oppose everything looking to the benefit of his 
section of the country. There is no time to go 
into that question now; if there was, I think I | 
could show that I have voted as liberal appropri- 
ations to that section of the country as to any 
other section. But if it had been the case, it has | 
nothing to do with the propriety of insisting on | 
this amendment. Ido not ask him to withdraw 
it as a courtesy to me, but for public considera- 
tions. I submitted to him whether we had time to 
enter the question now. [tis an amendment which 
proposes to vest these privileges in certain indi- 
viduals. It is special legislation; there is that 
objection to it at once. If the Senator is determ- 
ined to go into the matter, why does he not open 
it to the whole world; why does he not let any one 
come in and compete for the contract? 

Mr. WELLER. I have no objection to mod- 
ifying the amendment, by striking out the names 
of the gentlemen mentioned in it, and insert sim- 
ply, that the Postmaster General shall be author- 
ized to contract, upon the most favorable terms, 
with any persons who will come in and take it. | 
That obviates the whole objection made by the 
Senator from Virginia. I so modify the amend- 
ment. 

Mr. HUNTER called for the yeas and nays on 
the amendment; and they were ordered. 

Mr. HAMLIN. I desire to call the attention 
of the Senate to the provision of this amendment. 
In the first place, if the contract is made, it pro- 
vides that the contractors shall first make a con- 
tinuous line from some point on the Mississippi to 
San Francisco. After they have made the line at 
their own expense, without calling upon the Gov- 
ernment for a single dollar, the bill provides that the 
Government shall give them along the line one mil- 





lion five hundred thousand acresof land. It provides | 


for the use of the line to the Government for a cer- 
tain number of words in preference to all others. 
Now, taking your public lands according to the 
manner in which you have scaled them yourself, 
and making the proper deduction for waste lands, 
the quantity which it is proposed to give cannot be 
worth more than $800,000, taking one hundred and 
sixty acres as equivalent to $200, which is the 
scale you have fixed at your own Department. 
Upon that the interest at ten per cent. would be 
$50,000 per annum, and the cost for the words 
which they will be compelled to communicate for 
the Government over the line in a year will exceed 
that more than three times. The rates in the bill 
are about twice what the rates are on the old lines, 
but it leaves it in the power of Congress to dimin- 
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ish them at some future period when it shall deem 
It necessary to doso. That is the amendment. 
You have failed to take any practical measure to- 
wards making a railroad to the Pacific. This will 
answer many of the purposes of the railroad. It 
will not, to be sure, answer as a means of trans- 
portation of men or munitions of war, but it will 
afford a communication which will be instantane- 
ous between that shore and ours, and it will do it 
upon such terms as will secure to the Government 
a cheaper communication than can be had in any 
other way. I will say no more. 7 

Mr. BELL. I desireany gentleman to explain 
to me,if he can, if this amendment is carried into 
execution, why it will not establish the route of 
any railroad that will ever be constructed to the 
Pacific ? You appropri- 
ate one million five hundred thousand acres of land 
to the construction of this line, and who is to lo- 
cate the route of it? 

Mr. WELLER. 

Mr. BELL. So I understand; and when you 
have located that, and have the various posts and 


It cannot be otherwise. 


The contractors. 


stations established, it will be argued that the rail- 
road should go on the same route. It will be said 
that they will have protection there already; that 
they will have settlements there; that provisions 
can be obtained much cheaper, and that, therefore, 
the railroad should run over the same route. Now, 
sir, | have no objection to the establishment of this 
line, if it can be done without prejudicing the de- 
cision of the question as to where the railroad 
should run; but I do not desire to conclude the 
question in regard to the selection of the railroad 
by this question. I do not charge that there is 
indirection pursued by the amendment, or that 
that is the intention, but the effect is precisely the 
same as if that mode were adopted for finally loca- 
ting the route of the greatrailroad. I am not pre- 
pared to say that the route selected will not be the 
best route; but | do not think it likely that it will 
be. j 

These are the objections which I have to this 
proposition. If you give one million five hun- 
dred thousand acres, it is a considerable donation 
to commence with, and I stated before, the argu- 
ments will be so powerful when you get the tele- 


| graphic line in operation, or in course of construc- 


tion, for the railroad to run over that way, that 
there will be a strong inducement to locate the 
road there. The argument may be used to other 
routes that they may be better, but this route will 
have facilities which others have not, and there- 
fore it should have the priority. These are the 
objections which I have. If they can be avoided 
| would be glad to give a vote for the telegraphic 
line. 

Mr. DOUGLAS. I would suggest to the Sen- 
ator from California that he had better strike out 
the points mentioned in the bill and leave it so that 
any point may be selected in the Mississippi val- 
ley by the contractors. 

Mr. WELLER. I have no objection to that. 

Mr. DOUGLAS. Then that is accepted. The 
points are stricken out and the line is to run from 
any point they may select in the Mississippi 
valley. 

Mr. BORLAND. I wishto call attention again 
to the objection alluded to by the Senator from 
Tennessee. 

Mr. BELL. The modification made does not 
affect my objection at all. 

Mr. BORLAND. We refused the other day, 
after a long discussion, to agree to anything like 
the location of the railroad. We refused to give 
the President of the United States authority to lo- 
cate it after he should have surveys made. Now 


it is proposed to put in the hands of private indi- | 


viduals the power to locate it whenever they 
lease. 

Mr. WELLER. The amendment says nothing 
about the route of the railroad. 

Mr. BORLAND. It amounts to the samething. 
It is to produce that effect. After we have given 
a million and a half of acres for a telegraphic line, 
and the route of that line is selected, it puts all 
other portions of the country to a great disadvan- 
tage in comparison with it. I will give double the 
amount of land to establish the line of the tele- 
graph, after the route has been by the proper au- 
thority located; but I will never consent, so far as 
my vote may go, to permit any private interests 


or enterprise to locate, without the authority of the | 


Government, a railroad, or line of telegraph which 


é 


toll 


} 
let 


tele- 
| le Sena- 
tor from Illinois know the influence that will be 
exerted in locating the road? And is it proper for 
us now to putin the hands of private individuals 
the whole power to make the selection of the route 
without any previous survey, when we denied 
such a power to the President? Mr. President, I 
do hope that sucha proposition will not be agreed 
to. 


line of 


If the 


oes not the honoral 


effect. 
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is to produce this 


graph is estavushec 


Mr. DOUGLAS. I will say to the Senator 
from Arkansas, that | have not the s test idea 
that this measure will have the weight of a feather 
upon the location of the railroad. It is simply to 
allow the parties to establish a telegraph line under 
ground, from any point that they may select on 
this s le, to the other side of the mountains. And 
| have no idea th it it will have a particle of effect 
in locating the route of the railroad i would be 
quite as willing, so far as my locality is concerned, 


that yon would put into the amendment that the 


telegraph line shall start from the city of New Or- 


leans, or Memphis, « any other point, | do not 
care w here, pecause the communication go¢ s under 
ground, and comes out on the other side on the 
Pacific ocean. It is a ‘terranean telerraph. 
And if the Senate will agree now to put in Vicks- 
burg, or New Orleans, or any other place, | am 
willing to agree to that, so far as | am concerned. 
I suggested to strike out the point, merely in order 
to obviate the objections of centlemen. l hope 
those who are opposed to this on the ground that 





it will secure the route of the ri road, will 
designate the points from which they 
go, and I will vote for it. 

Mr. BORLAND. I take the same ground that 
I did I do not wish to desig- 
nate the points. I wish surveys to be made, and 
let them determine where the telegraph line as 
we ll as the railroad shall run. 

Mr. BUTLER. 1 desire to say a word to the 
friends of the contemplated Pacific railroad. Is it 
not very obvious that if you give these lands to 
this chartered company, they can appropriate the 
route, and exclude others from locating the rail- 
road upon it?) You give them lands, and you put 
your railroad project very much in the control of 
the persons to whom you give them, and they 
will either control you or exclude you. 

Mr. DOUGLAS. Let those who desire it com- 
mence their line, and exclude the railroad from it. 
The Senator from South Carolina objects, because 
the railroad will exclude the telegraph. Others 
object because the railroad is bound to run on the 
line of the telegraph. 

Mr. BUTLER. Iteither runs on the line which 
they prescribe, or it is excluded. 

Mr. DOUGLAS. Of course it is either one or 
the other. The railroad will either run along the 
line of the telegraph, or it will not. Iam willing 
they should take either side of the question, and 
locate it or not as they please. 

Mr. CHASE. I wish to suggest to the Sena- 
tor from California to strike out the last section of 
this amendment. It provides that all the mate- 
rials for the construction of this line shall be ad- 
mitted free of duty. The telegraph enterprise is 

one of recent date in this country, and accompa- 
nying its growth there has grown up a number of 
establishments for the manufacture of articles used 
in the construction of telegraphic lines, such as the 
wires, the insulators,and some other articles. It 
would be a pretty severe blow to these establish- 
ments to admit the articles which they make free 
of duty. I trust the Senator wil! modify it so far 
as that is concerned, as it is introducing a princi- 
ple upon which the Senate has refused at this ses- 
sion to act. I am quite willing to goas far as any 
one in favor of free trade; but I do not wish to 
make a beginning upon those articles used by an 
enterprise but recently growing up, and which 
quite as much as any other requires the fostering 
care of the Government. I move tostrike out the 
last section from‘the arnendment. 

The amendment to the amendment was agreed 
to. 

Mr. DAWSON. The amendment is a vastly 
important measure, and it will have an important 
effect upon the future legislation of the Govern- 
ment. I consider it as the incipient stage of the 
location of the great road which is to be built here- 
after between the valley of the Mississippi and the 

Pacific ocean; and by the adoption of this now, 
we give to a company, the members of which are 


just 


wish it to 


on the railroad bill. 
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unknown, the liberty to select the starting point, 
and carry the line in whatever form or shape they 
may desire through all the unsettled poruons of 
the United States; and we also propose to give 
them a million and a half of acres lying upon that 
line. 1 presume that the route which they select 
will be the one best calculated to conduct the rail- 
road along, because it will add to the value of the 
land which they shall reserve to themselves. If 
they have the power to select the lands, they will 
of course go down the valleys of the rivers, and 
pass through the most fertile lands belonging to 
the Government; and we give this to whom? Is 
there to be any competition in obtaining this con- 
tract or these privileges? The Postmaster Gen- 
eral is authorized to enter into a contract with any 
company. Is there any advertising, any notify- 
ing of the country, that upon such a day the Gov- 
ernment will let out to the best and lowest bidder 
this telegraph line? Notatall. From the amend- 
ment it may be supposed that there is but one as- 
sociation or company that will go into the work. 
When the Government is going to dispose of priv- 
ileres and advantages which belong to the people 
in common, it should be done on terms equal to 
alJ. If this telegraph line is to be constructed by 
contract, let the whole community have an oppor- 
tunity of bidding for it. Let the amendment be 
made that the Postmaster General shall advertise 
for the construction of a telegraph line, which will 
be let to the lowest bidder, and let various com- 
panies come in and compete. But this thing, in 
the language of the distinguished Senator from 
Vermont, [Mr. Puexpes,] is like another measure 
which we had presented to us. It is premature. 
Then, again, the privileges to be granted are 
exceedingly extensive. A direct line of telegraph 
is to be constructed, with the power of branching. 
In the event the company shall ever establish the 
line, the Government of the United States would 
have no right to bring any other line in competi- 
tion with it. They would say that they had un- 
dertaken it at a time when the country had no 
communication, and that as they undertook it in 
that way, the Government should give them pe- 
culiar right, and should not interfere with them, or 
at least compensate them for any new lines which 
should be authorized. But above all that, what 
is the limitation upon the power, or the right of 
exercising the privileges contained in the amend- 
ment? None. When the Territories under which 
this subterranean line is to pass, should be admit- 
ted as States, how is it to be controlled? Hereis 
a right, vested by the proprietors of the soil under 
which the line proposes to pass. Are we, then, to 
protect this company in the exercise of this right 
from any trespass that may be committed upon it 
by the legislation of any State through which it 
passes? Certainly we will becalled upon todo so. 
Now, as desirable as this measure may be, as 
important to the country as it may be—and the 
anxiety to get a line of this kind is no doubt very 
great—we ought not prematurely to involve our- 
selves; we ought to take time to think upon the 
subject; and for one I beg to announce to Con- 
gress and to the nation that we are violating all 
the old precedents of legislation; that we have for- 
rotten the mode of deliberation which the Consti- 
tution and the rules of the body prescribe for us. 
Separate measures, by which combination may 
be prevented, are to be abandoned, and upon the 
appropriation bills, which were sought to be kept 
distinct for governmental purposes, we are now 
to haveall matters of legislation placed, and, in the 
language of my friend from Vermont, every ap- 
propriation bill is becoming, and has become, an 
immensly large omnibus, in which every kind of 
legislation is to be thrown. Can we mature any- 
thing in this way, and shall the Senate of the 
United States, by its course of legislative proceed- 
ing, destroy all the protection thrown around it 
by the deliberative rules that have been formed ? 
I hope not. 
which is vastly important in its consequences, 


and thecry is, Take the vote—no investigation need | 


be made. The measure cannot even be amended, 
and I venture to predict now that not one third of 
us can tell what are its provisions. I admire the 
Senator from California for his anxiety to estab- 
lish a telegraphic communication between the two 
sections of the country; but this thing of making 
a mushroom of all our legislation, this hot-bed 
plan of legislation, is destructive to the character 


Here is an amendment presented | 
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I am one who will goas far as any one to increase 
the prosperity of this country, and to promote the 
facilities of intercommunication between its differ- 
ent sections; but I must do it understandingly. 
Hence itis | beg that this measure may be re- 
jected, not upon its merits, but on the ground that 
we have not time to prepare its details; and sec- 
ondly, that it is a wrong position in which to place 
it. 


JOHN CHARLES FREMONT. 


Mr. GWIN, from the Committee of Confer- 
ence on the part of the Senate on the disagreeing 
votes of the two Houses on the bill for the relief 
of John Charles Frémont, late lieutenant colonel 
in the United States Army reported: 

‘* That they bave met the Conferees on the part of the 
House of Representatives, and after full and free conference, 
they have agreed to recommend, and do recommend as fol- 
lows: 

“That the House of Representatives recede from its 
amendment, and agree to the bill with the following amend- 
ment, Viz: 

** Add to the bill 

** Provided, That before the payment of the same, or any 
part thereof, the Secretary of the Treasury shall be satisfied 
that the amounthas been expended for the public service.”’ 

The Senate proceeded to consider the report, 
and agreed thereto. 


POST OFFICE APPROPRIATION BILL. 


The Senate resumed the consideration of the 
bill making appropriation for the service of the 
Post Office Department during the fiscal year end- 
ing 30th June, 1854, and for other purposes. 

Mr. DOUGLAS. I admire the ingenuity of 
the opponents of the telegraph in devising reasons 
for opposing it. 
Hunter] thought the amendment ought not to 
pass, because the names of the parties were in it, 
and it was therefore a monopoly for a particular 
company. In order to obviate that, we struck 
that part of the amendment out. Now the Sena- 


to an unknown company. 
them in any way. He also goes on to show that 
this is going to control the line of our railroad. 


GLOBE. 


The Senator from Virginia (Mr. | 
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bound, and could not get a mail here for a Jon 
time. We had to make a contract to carry the 
mail round in stages, which cost more than the 
ice-boat will cost the Government. It was al 
economical proceeding to make that amendmen: 
and its object was to connect the great northern 
and southern mails. It was manifestly legitimate 
to this bill to make that appropriation, 

The question being taken by yeas and nay 
the amendment, resulted—yeas 20, nays 2 
follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Atchison, Badger, Bradbury, Cass 
Chase, Clarke, Davis, Dodge of lowa, Douglas, Poo’ 
Geyer, Gwin, Hale, Hamlin, James, Shields, Soulé, Sup 
ner, Walker, and Weller—20. : P 

NAYS—Messrs. Adams, Bayard, Bell, Borland, Brooke 
Charlton, Dawson, De Saussure, Downs, Fitzpatrick’ 
Houston, Jones of Tennessee, Mangum, Mason, Mille, 


Morton, Norris, Pearce, Pettit, Phelps, Pratt, Rusk, 
tian, Smith, and Spruance—25, , 


So the amendment was rejected. 


Mr. HOUSTON. I have for some weeks past 
postponed my intention of asking the Senate to 
take up the resolution introduced by the Senato; 
from Michigan [Mr. Cass] in regard to coloniza. 
tion on the North American continent and Cuba. 
I have done so for the purpose of expediting the 

|| business of the Senate. I believe it has not had 
that tendency, and I now solicit the courtesy of 
the Senate so far as to give me the privilege o 
calling up that resolution for the purpose of ma- 
king a short speech. I therefore move to take yp 
| that resolution. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. No motion of 
that kind can be received until the bill before the 
Senate is disposed of in some way. 

Mr. HOUSTON. I will ask the unanimous 
consent of the Senate to permit me to proceed. 

Mr. PEARCE. I am very reluctant to with- 

| hold that unanimous consent. 

Mr. HOUSTON. Then I move to postpone 


8 on 
20; as 


iller, 
Sebas. 


> Sena- | the further consideration of the bill now under 
tor from Georgia objects, because we are giving it 


We cannot satisfy | 


We are willing, then, that he should fix his own | 


line. 
because it would fix the line of the railroad where 
the points were. We struck the points out, and 


W hen the points were in it was objected to, | 


now they say we leave the company to select the | 


line. 


not put itin. Then leave ittoacompany. We 


We say put in the line; but no, they will | 


do not care who selects the line, what are the ter- | 


mini, what are the points, if they will give usa 
telegraph between the Mississippi and the Pacific. 
Then at last the Senator comes back and says we 
are making an omnibus bill of this appropriation 
bill, a hot-bed for legislation. If it is a hot-bed, I 


think we have cooled ita little by the aid of that | 
honorable Senator’s vote, when we put in it the 


ice-boats a little while ago. There was a little 
mushroom legislation sprung into this bill. The 
hot-bed was then cooled a little by the ice. We 
put in an ice-boat for the Potomac river. Why 
could we not with the same propriety ask for ice- 
boats on Lake Erie or Michigan, the Hudson 
river, the Ohio, and every part of the country; and 
thus commence a system which would take mil- 
lions to carry it out? and all this could be sprung 
on the appropriation bill by the identical gentlemen 
who resist this amendment on the ground of its 
impropriety. I do not complain of it, but I want 
the thing to be understood. It is justly a curious 
coincidence. If it is objected that the railroad will 
go on the same route as the line of the telegraph, 
let them select their own line. If it is objected 
that it will control the location of the railroad, let 
them make the location. If it is objected that we 
do not name the company, we will put one in. If 
it is objected that the names of the company are 
in the bill, we will strike them out. If it is ob- 
jected that the company cannot fix the line, let us 
fix it. If it is objected that we cannot fix it, let 
the company do it. I hope the opponents will be 
satisfied in some way. 

Mr. DAWSON. What was the Senator’s al- 
lusion about ice-boats? 


Mr. DOUGLAS. 


| upon this bill providing for an ice-boat on the Po- 
| tomac. 


| 


Mr. DAWSON. 


Iam glad to hearit. Itisa 


|| legitimate object for the transportation of the mail, 
| for the purposes of the Unit 


States Government. 


consideration for one hour, for the purpose of 
taking up the resolution to which I referred. 

Mr. BAYARD called forthe yeas and nays on 
the motion, but they were not ordered; and the 
motion was then lost by a vote, on a division, of— 
ayes 16, noes 18. 

Mr. GWIN. 
to the bill: 

ind be it further enacted, That the Postmaster General 
be, and he is hereby, directed to enter into a contract for 
the term of five years, for a sum not exceeding —~ dollars, 
with such person or persons as may offer sufficient and satis- 
factory security, after due public notice, for the transporta- 
tion of the mails of the United States, upon the best terms for 
the United States, semi-monthly, from San Francisco, via 
the Sandwich Islands, to Shanghai, in China, and back, in 
steam-vessels, of not less than two thousand tons burden, of 
the best form of construction, adapted to war purposes and 
the navigation of the Pacific ocean; the same to be ready 
in the shortest possible time. 

I suppose it will not be contended that that is 
| not a proper amendment to the Post Office appro- 

priation bill. I am anxious for the establishment 
| of this line of steamers. The amendment which 
I propose is in the very words of the amendment 
adopted during the last year, for a line of steam- 
| ships between New Orleans and Vera Cruz. 
he great project of our country, if not of the 
| age in which we live, by which it is proposed to 
unite by a national railway the Atlantic with the 
| Pacific, for all the business and social purposes of 
| life, a measure to which our people from every 


[ offer the following amendment 


|| part of this Confederacy have been looking with 


| the deepest concern, has unfortunately, as I think, 
| for the welfare of the nation, been postponed and 

laid over at least for another year. Upon this 
| topic it is now useless to dwell; but I cannot 
| wholly conceal the mortification experienced in 
|| reflecting that a measure like this, confessedly of 
the first importance, and about which I had hoped 
for a unanimity of purpose, and that its intrinsic 
| merits would have rallied the Senate to its speedy 
| adoption, has suffered discomfiture and defeat 
| from diversity of opinion upon its details. Hav- 
|| ing exerted the utmost of my humble abilities to 





An amendment was put | 


effect its passage, from a conviction that the en- 
|| terprise is one of the noblest that could engage the 
|, attention of the representatives of the American 
= le, and one of transcendent value to the pub- 
ic, [ must content myself with the disappointment 


|| lic, 
| the United States at its next session will enter 
|upon this subject with renewed energies, and a 
| determination to lay aside local views and sec- 





of the country, and to the character of the body. || That Senator knows that a year ago we were ice- \} tional preferences and in a spirit of eoncession 


} of postponement, in the hope that the Congress of 


 _ — =} 


1853. 


———— 


pass a ibe bill, and provide for its execution 
al] the necessary means within the control of | 
yment. 





with 
e Gover! 


Thereis, however, Mr. President, another meas- | 


-e dictated by the same policy which originated 
and proposed a nations ul railway; and that i is the 
setablishment of a line of steamships to carry the 
s from San Francisco in California to Shang- 
hina. 

The session of the Senate now rapidly drawing 


al 


alin Cc 


a close, admonishes me of the propriety of | 
onomizing every moment of our time; and it is, | 


herefore, only from an imperious sense of public 
iuty, not only to the people of California, on to 

e whole Union, that I venture, even briefly at 
this late hour, to claim the attention of the Sen- 
ate, and ask its immediate sanction of a clause in 
the post office bill now pending, by which I pro- 


soxe to confer authority on the Postmaster Gen- | 


to advertise for propos: als to carry the mail 
semi-monthly between San Francisco and Shang- 
ai. th » most northerly of the five ports to which, 
der our treaty of July, 1844, at Wang Hiya, 
the right of access. The terms of this 
brief and easy of execution. Its pur- 
jose is to secure the services upon the best and 
economical terms to the Government, of a 
class of steamers, and to delegate the 
proper authority to the Postmaster General, 
that the object specified may be speedily accom- 
lished. 

[t seems to me, sir, that it is only necessary for 
he American statesman to glance at the leading 
public events of the last few years, affecting the 
col nmere ial interests of our people and the world, 
to be struck with the importance of availing our- 
selves, Without further diled, of every means of 
facilitating our trade and intercourse with Asia. 
In not doing this, an indifference to our commer- 
ial prosperity is exhibited; and not only that, 

it, L was going to say, we might lay ourselves 
ypen to the reproach of remissness in a matter 
which, as legislators and patriots, it should be our 
chief aim to foster, promote, and advance by 
every constitutional means at our command. 

England has shown to the world in her policy 
China what she considered due to her 
subjects in her commercial dealings; and that, too, 
without stopping to inquire how far, in the eyes 
f other nations, she could be justified in doing so, 
1a moral point of view. 

The opium war began in 1839 between England 
and China. Theimportant island of Chusan was 
aptured by the English in 1840. 
principal one of the archipelago of islands on the 
Chinese coast, and commands the mouth of the 
great Yang-tse-Kiang river as a maritime station, 
being four hundred and fifty miles from Japan and 
Corea—a voyage from them of less than a day and 
a half by steam. This was the prelude to the cap- 
ture of Canton in 1841. The storming of an im- 
portant point near Nankin in July, 1842, and 
the preparations for taking that ancient city itself, 
led the way to the treaty of peace in August of 
that year, by which the Tartar Government of 
China agreed to pay $21,000,000 to the British for 
the expenses of the war, and for opium delivered 
in 1839 to the authorities of Canton, with certain 
liabilities to British merchants; besides opening for 


ive 
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mercantile purposes, five of the most considerable 


ports in the Chinese empire; being those of Can- 
ton, in 230, of Amoy 24° 30’, of Foo-Chew in 260 
15’, Ningpoo 29° 55”, and Shanghai, in the 31° 
of north latitude. 

In the conferences of Nankin, (or Keang-nam 
as it is called in China,) the Chinese , for their own 
benefit, and not for that of England, indicated their 
intention to open their ports to all nations, and 
this was agreed to on the part of Great Britain, 
who claimed and secured to herself also a partici- 
pation in any advantages which China thereafter 
might concede by treaty to other nations. 

The United States having previously enjoyed 
the right of commercial intercourse with Canton, 
became invested with the additional privileges of 
the other four ports, in virtue of the Chinese 
stipulation in the treaty of Nankin, in 1842. The 
Government of the United States, early in the 
year following, took measures for the further 
security, protection, and extension of our mari- 
time rights in the East; and accordingly, in May, 
1843, a United States Commissioner to China was 
appointed. 

Our rapidly-increasing trade with that Empire, 
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not only in the way of imports of tea oul: other 

articles of luxury, but in exports from this coun- 

try, rendered it indispensable that the interests of 
this nation should be diplomatically represented 

there, in order to establish friendly national inter 

communication, and to reduce 
rights to treaty form. 

This resulted, under the management of the late 
distinguished Secretary of State, Mr. Webster, 
and ot our skillful and ac com; lished envoy, Mr 
Cushing, in the conclusion, on the 3d July, 1844 
of the treaty of Wang- Hiya, containin 2 many 
valuable provisions not embraced in the British 
treaty at Nankin or its supplement, and express- 
ly supulating, in the fourth article, for the full 
recognition of consuls, or other officers that the 


our commercial 


United States might choose to appoint, or the 
ag gt rca and protection of our tradeé 
3y this treaty, the United States are firm! y 


placed upon the footing of the most favored n: 


tions, and have secured to themselves the trade 
with the five great ports amnshetad which are 
appurtenant to the most populous and richest 


provinces of the empire. 

The growing commercial power of this Govern- 
ment is now everywhere acknowledged by the 
civilized nations of the earth; and we are admitted 
to be a proud and dangerous rival of our 
atlantic competitor for a full share of the trade 
with Asia. When the treaty of 3d July, 1844, 
was concluded between the United States and 
China, who would have imagined that it was the 
destiny of this nation permanently to establish its 
power, in less than four short years, upon the 
Pacific ocean, over a line of sea-coast more than 
sixteen hundred miles in length, and almost equal 
to the original extent of our Atlantic maritime 
frontier? 

From this new and commanding position, which 
geographically and politically places us in the first 
rank of the commercial communities of the earth, 
we can turn to the wide field of enterprise pre- 
sented for the exercise uf American energy, and 
plainly anticipate benefits, of which it is no fancy 
sketch to say that the realization of the golden 
visions of Columbus, Cortes, or Pizarro, fade into 
insignificance when viewed in this comparison. 
The stores of universal wealth, which their cupid- 
ity collected at the expense of violated humanity, 
and by deeds of wrong and cruelty, served, under 
the order of Providence, only to impov erish and 
ultimately bankrupt the parent land of those bold 


trans- 


adventurers. Their only desire was to acquire, 
at any cost of bloodshed or iniquity, boundless 
wealth. Our purpose is a peaceful and far nobler 


one. Seeking nothing from the violence which 
marked the career of Spanish policy towards the 

Indies, and continent of the western bar noth- 
ing from the reluctant subservience of downtrod- 

den authority, we struggle for a power approved 
by reason and good conscience, and a wealth 
which, generously expended, will administer aid 
to the great cause of human progress. 

In pursuit of these objects, we must discover at 
once the efficiency of the auxiliary now proposed 
to be created in the establishment of a certain, di- 
rect, and periodical intercourse, by steam-ships, 
with the five ports now legitimately open to us. 
This will be the beginning of an expansive com- 
merce not only at those ports, but will be the pre- 
lude, at no distant day, to a trade, which, passing 
these portals of the Empire, shall reach its vast in- 
terior, abounding in wealth, and in the produc- 
tions of every department of human industry. 

Here before us, fronting our Pacific possessions 
from the east, and washed by the waters of the 
same ocean, lies the vast empire of China, three 
thousand miles long by two thousand broad, cov- 
ering an area of five and a quarter millions of 
square miles, intersected by mighty rivers, some of 
which may be compared to those of our own land. 
The Hoang-Ho, or Yellow river, is an instance, 
taking its rise between two ridges of mountains, 
in the northwest of China, and flowing southeast- 
erly, with a direct course of some twelve hundred 
vaiies from its mouth, and nearly two thousand in 
its numerous detours, it disembogues about two 
hundred miles north of Shanghai, having for its 
basin an area of seven hundred thousand square 
miles. There is also the Yang-tse-Kiang river, or 
‘** Girdle of China,”’ as it is called,a beautiful and 
tranquil river, rising in the southern declivities of 
the mountains near ‘the source of the Yellow river, 
and running in its general course a southeasterly 
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Mabie a distance of one thousand eight hun- 
dred and fifty mi from 
thousand in all its windings, 
tween first and thirty 
north latitude, about seventy miles nort 
with an embouchure thirty ide, and 
iavigable a distance of two hundred miles, as far 
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e thousand square miles, 


try in the eastern world which 
can compare with China for great natural facilities 
of inland navigation. Its canals are innumerable, 


one of which, the Yunho, or Transit 


structed in the fourteenth century, isa stupendous 


canal, con- 


work, eight hundred miles long, with us banks 
protected by masonry, and connects the two great 
rivers | have mentioned, where they proach 
each other. Besides these main arteries of interior 


‘onnection, are numerous other rivers, emptyit 
into the oceans along the coast, which is lined in 
its whole extent with islands. 

This immense empire, abounding in coal, an- 


thracite, and bituminouscrystalized gypsum, mar- 


ble, sandstone, nitre, rock salt, common s ilt, the 
ruby, diamond, amethyst, garnet, agate, and other 
precious stones, with the precious and useful 
metals, is held, as we all know, by an industrious, 
acute, and ingenious people, with an extensive and 


cultivated literature, and possessing a wonderful 


knowledge, now and for ages past, in most of the 
arts and sciences. The attention of the commer- 
cial world, however, has been mainly drawn to 
China on account of its great staple, tea, the 
principal article of export; of which, as their bot- 
anists say, there are two hundred varieties Sut 
besides this, a large export trade is carried on in 
Nankin cloth, porcelain, rhubarb, ginger, mer- 
cury, zinc, borax, shawls, mother-of-pearl, and 
ivory goods in great diversity. 

Besides this great political division of Asia, we 
have, lying almost atits doors, and situated upon 


the ocean track which the clause | have presented 


contemplates for the line of matl-steamers, the 
Empire of Japan; between the 3lst and 46th de- 
erees of rorth latitude, and the 129th and 143d 


degrees of longitude east of Greenwich; consisting 
ofa group of islands, 
Niphon, eight hundred miles by eichty-six 
in breadth; Kiusiu, Sikof, also a part of the Ku- 
rile Islands, and of Sazhalien; the whole covering 
a surface of two hundred and seventy thousand 
square miles. 

From this empire the European commercial 
world, except Holland, is wholly shut out, by the 
strinzent and exclusive pm y of the court of Yedo, 
the political capital, and the ‘residence of the Seo- 
goon or Emperor. And even that nation is limited 
to a trade with the port of Nangasaki, situated in 
latitude 320 30’ on the western side of Kiusiu, one 
of the Japanese cluster. In looking at the control- 
position of this chain of is! inds, their vast re- 
sources and facilities for trade, their exuberant 
supplies of the treasures of the earth, and handi- 
work of man, the high state of menta! culture of 
their inhabitants, much greater even than that of 
their neighbors, the Chinese and Coreans, it is a 
matter of astonishment that this condition of af- 
fairs should have continued until the present time. 

We find this country, known to th e Portuguese 
half a century after the ‘ise overy of America by 
Columbus, when one of the Portuguese shins was 
wrecked upon that inhospitable shore. This was 
the beginning of alucrative commerce between the 
and led to an immense exportation to 


but resulting, in consequence of 


the principal of which are 


lon y 


ling 


two nations, 
Macao and Goa; 
religious interference and intolerance, in expulsion 
of these foreign traders by the Japanese authorities, 
in less than acentury after the Portuguese, Me ndez 


Pinto, was cast away upon the coast of Japan. In 
like manner, two centuries and a half ago, the 
Dutch obtained a seomes there, through the tact 


and skill of an English pilot, who actually secured 
for Great Britain a treaty of spec ial commercial 
privileges in the year 1613; in consequence of 
which the English East Ind a Company established 
a factory at Firando, from which they were sub- 
sequently driven by the jealousy of the Dutch 
The political events since show that 
this treaty has never been insisted upon on the 
part of the British Government as having any 
binding ft . In 1813, when the British captured 
the Island a Java from the Dutch, Sir Stanford 
Raffles, as Lieutenant-Governor of the Island of 
Java and its dependencies—a man who saw the 
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value of this trade, and madean effort to open the 
way for it with Japan—dispatched an embassy to 
the court of Yedo which resulted in nothing, the 
prejudice against foreigners having, perhaps, been 
increased towards the authorities of Great Britain 
on account of the violence they practiced towards 
the Dutch, when the English ship-of-war Phaeton, 
under the command of Captain Pellew, visited 
that country in 1808. In 1814, Raffles addressed 
the Governor-General of India, (Lord Minto,) 
stating that the *‘trade hitherto carried on with 
‘Japan forms no criterion by which the extent 
‘and value of the trade is to be judged, when a 
‘more liberal and upright system is practiced;”’ 
that ‘* the restrictions which exist do not arise so 
‘ much from the limitations and institutions of the 
‘ Japanese as from the nature and constitution of 
‘the Dutch factory, the degraded state of which 
‘ would appear to have sunk the Dutch character 
‘very low in estimation;”’ that ‘*the subject in 
every point of view is mostimportant;”’ ‘* the per- 
manent establishment of British interests’? was 
‘‘almost within” his grasp, and that he should 
consider it **a dereliction of public duty did he 
‘not strain every nerve to effect the accomplish- 
‘ment of an object in every way so inviting and 
‘ so interesting.” 

From some inexplicable cause, the subject was 
passed by unheeded on the part of the British 
Government; the treaty of 1613 was never en- 
forced nor insisted upon, and the subsequent visit 
to the Bay of Yeddo, in 1818, of Captain Gordon, 
commanding a brig of war, of Captain Sir Ed- 
ward Belcher, in 1845, in the Saramang, and the 
last visit, in 1849, of Captain Matheson, of the 
sloop-of-war Mariner, resulted in nothing promo- 
tive of commereial intercourse. Nor have the 
visits of the Russians and French, at different 
times, been more successful. 

It is a singular fact, that the first direct aggres- 
sive act upon the restrictive policy of Japan was 
on the part of an American merchant ship, Eliza, 
in 1797, commanded by Captain Stewart, which 
was employed by the Dutch to carry on their 
trade with the Japanese, on account of the war 
between England and Holland, during the subjec- 
tion of the latter to France. Since then, at various 
times American vessels have put into Japanese 
ports in distress; our ships have been wrecked 
and driven on their shores, exposing their crews 
to the certainty of cruel treatment and imprison- 
ment. ‘These accidents and outrages attracted the 
attention of Government to the necessity of pro- 
tecting our merchant vessels in those latitudes, 
and especially the squadrons of whaling ships that 
traverse the Japanese seas in their lawful vocation, 
passing the Straits of Sangar which separate the 
rreat Island of Niphon on the north from the 

sland of Yesso. Accordingly, in the year 1846, 
negotiations were attempted with the Court of 
Japan, through Commodore Biddle, commanding 
the Columbus, of ninety guns, and accompanied by 
the United States frigate Vincennes, bearing with 
him a letter from the President of the United States 
to the Emperor of Japan ‘to promote friendship 
and commerce between the two countries.”’ 

The imperial reply was, that ‘* no trade can be 
allowed with any foreign nation except Holland.”’ 
And in 1849, the United States ship Preble was 
dispatched to rescue a number of sailors belonging 
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| tion which Japan occupies to our American pos- 


to the whale-ship Ladoga, who had been held in | 


close confinement and captivity for a year, and 
cruelly treated by the Japanese authorities. The 
necessity for some decisive step for the protection 
of our commerce in the Japanese seas, and for the 
extension of the shield of the Union over our 
enterprising and daring navigators, in quest of the 
products of the deep, and in lawful trade, being 
unmistakably manifest, led to the present proposed 
expedition, which is fitting out for the East. It is 
a source of gratification to every American that 
this expedition, with a complement of four thou- 
sand men, and three hundred and thirty guns, 


bearing, also, all the evidences of the civilization, | 


improvement, and power of our country, is com- 


mensurate with the important and humane pur- 


pose which our Government has in view. 


This expedition will rendezvous at the Sand- 


wich Islands. These islands are ten in number, 
and the largest (Ha-wai) has a surface of four 
thousand square miles, and a population of one 
hundred thousand persons. Thisremarkablegroup, 
which occupies a most prominent position in Poly- 
nesia, has justly been regarded as the natural stop- 


. } 
| * stances to succumb to the progressive commer- \| 


! 


ping-place for vessels sailing from the coast of 
California to China and Japan, and is the resort || 
of hundreds of our whaling-ships every year. In- 

deed, they are destined, at no very remote period, 

to be the grand depot of nations trading between 

the western and eastern continents. 

The great Humboldt declared that the Isthmus 
of Darien was the principal barrier to free inter- 
course between Europe and Japan in his day, 
amounting almost to an interdict. He predicted 
that this interdict would continue until the Atlan- 
tic and Pacific oceans were united by an isthmean 
canal at Panama; regarding that narrow neck of 
land as the bulwark which had for ages forbidden 
all attempts to surmount it. It has been forcibly | 
said, by a very able political and commercial 
writer in London, that this ‘‘ bulwark has been 
‘ breached, and various circumstances have trans- 

* pired to alter the features of the case, and to bring 
abouta rapid change in the tide of commerce and 
the progress of trade;’’ that ‘‘ the British have 
established themselves on the frontiers of China, 
and in the heart of the eastern Archipelago, and 
have compelled respect to their flag and freedom 
to their trade;’’ that ‘energy and enterprise 
have constructed a railroad across the Isthmus 
of Panama, and the gold discoveries of Califor- 
nia and the colonization of Vancouver’s Island, 
have settled a vast and industrious population on 
the western sea-board of the American continent, 
and led to the establishment of new lines of steam | 
navigation, and an immense tide of commerce 
and navigation;”’ that ** the opening of the Nic- 
aragua, Tehuantepec, and other practical routes 
of intercommunication between different points 
on the Atlantic and Pacific has been undertaken | 
by various companies;”’ that ‘* steam communi- 
cation has been extended from India to China,’’ 
and recently to the British ** Australian settle- 
‘ments by the way of Singapore and Java;”’ that 
‘‘there has also been a great increase in the Eu- 
ropean and American shipping employed in the 
Indian and China trade in general commerce, and | 
the whale fishery on the Pacific;’’ that ** the | 
Americans have largely extended their whaling | 
fleet, and prosecuted the fisheries very success- || 
fully to the seas and coasts of Japan, and her 
northern dependencies to the Gulfs of Tartary || 
and Okotsk, the sea of Kamtschatka, Behring’s || 
Straits, and the Arctic ocean;’’ and that ** the 
port of San Francisco, California, is destined to || 
become thegreat mart and entrepot for American 
commerce on the Pacific, with China, Japan, and | 
| 
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all the maritime countries of Asia, Polynesia, 
Oceanica, and Australia, which embrace an ag- 
gregate population of upwards of six hundred 
‘ millions.” 
The same writer refers to the fact of the posi- 


“ 


- 


sessions on the Pacific, to the crowds of American 
whalers in her seas, and to the certainty of rob- || 
bery and death when the unfortunate whaler is 

driven upon her shores; and forcibly represents 
that her insular geographical position, her ‘‘ ex- 
‘cellent ports and harbors, dense and industrious 
‘population, her boundless productive resources, || 
‘and vast capabilities for commerce, her superior || 
‘intelligence and refinement of her princes and || 
‘nobles, together with the skill, energy, and en- 
‘ terprise of the Japanese people, justly entitle her | 
‘to rank above every other Asiatic nation;’’ that ! 
‘* by a judicious relaxation of her restrictive pol- | 
‘icy, all these unrivaled natural and political ad- 
‘ vantages could be made available for conducting | 
‘a very extensive and profitable trade with vari- | 


‘ous countries, both on the Atlantic and Pacific, |} 


‘ without compromising either her sovereignty, na- | 
‘ tional religion, or peculiar institutions;”’ and that 
‘*she will now be compelled by force of circum- 





‘cial spirit of the age, and the Japanese Islands 


‘ will eventually become to the East what the 1 
| 


‘British Islands are in the West.’’ Such is the 


golden prospect before us, for a realization of || 


which events are now hastening this Government. 


Let us begin, then, by the immediate enactment of || 


_alaw by which we will be prepared for the future. | blank that it shall not exceed a certain amount. 
Let us first, and at once, establish this steam oce- 


anic line of communication with the great port of | 


sand seven hundred and seventy-five miles from 
the commercial emporium of the Pacific, as shown | 
upon a sketch map, which I have had prepared on 
Mercator’s projection, and to which I would ask 


Shanghai in China, a distance of only five thou- | 
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the attention of Senators, as it indicates at a glance 
the position we occupy commercially, and the 
several distances from our western ports to the 


trading points in the east of South America, of the 


_ islands of Polynesia, Oceanica, and Australia. Let 


us seek fora more active and enlarged participation 
in the present immense trade with the Chinese Em. 


| pire, in which we now share to so small an extent. 


How is it possible that we should remain in- 
sensible to the importance of this subject, when 


| every day’s experience reveals to us the splendid 


monopoly of trade, which our great transatlantic 
rival has enjoyed and still possesses? The memo- 
rials and reports which are constantly pouring in 
upon us leave no apology for want of informa- 
tion upon the subject. It is represented that the 
English importation of tea for the last sixty years 
is nearly two thousand millions of pounds, (their 
present annual importation is about fifty-six mil- 
lions of pounds,) and in that period, that Great 
sritain has derived from her trade with that 
country nearly $1,000,000,000, whilst the value 
of our importations, during a like period, have 
but little exceeded $250,000,000, and our exports 
$56,000,000, leaving the difference to be paid for 
by us in the precious metals, instead of the fabrics 
and commodities of the country. Notwithstand- 


| ing all the impediments growing out of the great 
| maritime strength and capital of Great Britain, 
| our trade, by the wonderful and expansive ener- 


gies of our people, is now rapidly increasing; for 
we learn by the official report of the Secretary of 
the Navy, that it now reaches from $16,000,000 
to $18,000,000, and in fact, we find, so far as the 
actual returns to the Treasury for the year 1852 
exhibit, that our imports for the year 1852 amount 
to $10,593,950, whilst our exports, in domestic 
cottons, &c., according to the same returns, are 
but little over the fourth of that sum. Now, the 
Chinese have felt the importance of their foreign 
trade, and no stronger evidence of this can be ad- 
duced than of their own volition, they expressly 
stipulated in the British treaty of Nankin, in 
1842, as [ have already stated, for the opening of 
her five principal ports to the commerce of the 
world. Let us remain no longer insensible to the 


| advantages before us, but avail ourselves of them 


by the use of every means within our reach. Then, 
not in a spirit of sectionalism as a representative 


_of California, honored though I am by holding 


that position; but as a citizen of this Republic, 


| proud of my native land, every inch of it, and of 


the American name, do I predict that the empo- 
rium of California will soon in every respect be 
the New York of the Pacific, standing as a rival 
of the great commercial capital of the empire State 
of the Atlantic, each striving which shall confer 
the greater blessings on the other, and upon their 
common country—a rivalry which will give to 


| each new elements of wealth and refinement, and 


whilst diffusing them all over the surface of our 
blessed land, will confer new strength, dignity and 
power upon the whole American Union. 

Mr. PEARCE. This is a very important 


|| amendment, and manifestly involves the expendi- 


ture of a large amount of money. It authorizes 
the Postmaster General to contract for a line of 
steamers from San Francisco, by way of the Sand- 


‘| wich Islands, to Shanghai. It seems to me that 
| it is an inappropriate time for such an amendment, 


and it ought not to be considered now upon an 
a og bill. 

Mr. GWIN. [I hope it will be considered. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Does the Chair 
understand the Senator from Maryland to raise a 

oint of order upon the amendment? 

Mr. PEARCE. Ido not know. It authorizes 
acontract. Does that bring it within the rule of 
order? 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chair does 
not think it does. 

Mr. PEARCE. Then I have only to express 
the hope that it will be voted down. 

Mr. BRODHEAD. I should like to know how 
much this will cost the Government? 

Mr. GWIN. I am perfectly willing to fill the 


Mr. BRODHEAD. I should like before we 
adopt the amendment to fill the blank. I suppose 
the chairman of the Committee on the Post Office 
and Post Roads could give us some idea of how 
much it would cost; and I should like to know the 
necessity of such a thing. I suppose it will cost 
about $1,000,000 a year. 


Mr. GWIN. In order that the objection may 


et, 1 am willing to fill up the blank, so that it 


ial] not € xceed $600,000 a year. 
Mr. BRODHEAD. Who are the people with 
om we are to have correspondence in China? 
What is the amount of American population 
ere What is the bus!ness there rendering r the 
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necessary ? 

within 
is wnen anyone 
is up; at least I think so, for I 
nierstood yesterday that an appr 
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priation bill was 





onsideration, and yet the tariff’ was under 
on for about two thirds of thed iy I pre- 
: reiore, lt WLiL not be much departure trom 


I should 


the Senate; 


f debate if 
ym the strict rules of 
| trust I may be 


ent relates 


stom oO little 


and if I do so, 
ic. But as this amet nd- 
ountrie 


deviate a 
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s,and as conse- 


es very important to this country may re- 


eult from it, it will not, | hope, be irrelevant to 
nstances conne ted with the war-making 
yer of this nation, for | understand that the 
sed steamers are to be made convertible into 

1. teamers if necessity should arise. 
Mr. President, cepniadiamishanen been introduced 
into this body, in reference to our foreign relations 


5 
rreat and serious import, and I cannot suffer 


portunity to pass without avail 


i} 


of it to offer an expression of views, how- 
eve rhtly they may be regarded, and however 
weighty and important the considerations may be 

[ entertain. I 
importance of the subject, 
11 am also aware of the ability, the talents, 
i intelligence which have already been employed 
tiscussion, and therefore I shall 
to enlighten the Senate, or 


nosition to the notions which 
I 


am aware, sir, of the 


not expect 
to convince the 
gentlemen whose judgment has already taken a 
direction; but U shall at least have the satisfaction, 
] trust, of having brought to myse! “ the consola- 
tion of having done what I think to be my duty. 
Our foreign relations at this time are most har- 
monious. ‘There may be in the political horizon 
pecks of portentous aspect, but they are few and 
ambiguous. I have always regarded it as the 
duty of the statesman to look to the future, to 
realize the present, and to indulge as little as pos- 
sible inretrospection. The realization of - pres- 
ent, or the anticipation of the future may be the 
best employment of our intellectual faculties. I 
rezret the introduction into this | ody of the reso- 
lutions to which L allude. I have no reflections 
to cast upon those gentlemen who have thought 
proper to introduce them, and to press them upon 
the body. They have more experience, more In- 
telligence, and more ability than I have, and have 
a renown for statesmanship and capacity in civil 
affairs which I dare not emulate. Yet, sir, my 
notions are of a class perhaps peculiz ur to them- 
selves; and for that reason I may the more perti- 
naciously cherish them. 
It has been my opinion that anything at this 
time calculated to awaken an unusual degree of 
anxiety, which way, emanate from the Senate, 
will not be calculated to advantage the commu- 
nity at large. Ido not regard the Senate as the 
exponent of public opinion further than that opin- 
ion has been expressed. ‘There has been no pub- 
lic expression upon this su! bject. Are we to assume 
the prerogative of dictating, and saying what shall 


eitner 


be the public sentiment, and what are the public 
opinions of the country or among the masses of 
the people? 

The Senate I understand to have the power of 
carrying into effect the expression of the will of 
the ‘people, i in part or in conjunction with other 
powers. It is not certainly their duty to manu- 
facture opinions here, and to throw them out at 
large into the community to five complexion to 
public sentiment. Sir, public opinion is very well 
reculated; we have an intelligent comm: nity 
throughout our country; they think, they deliber- 
ate, and when they decide, it is generally done 
correctly. 

At this particular time, I deem the passage of 
any such resolutions as those to which I have re- 
ferred as unfortunate. A new Executive is about 
to commence his career, and he hae not yet indi- 
cated the direction which he will take. For this 
body to ado; pt resolves which might have a tend- 
ency to impress him inany w ay, an id not leave 
him free to take his own course in theadministra- 
tion of the affairs of the Government, would, I 


myself 
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should think, be asd scourteous to him as it would 
be presumptive on our part. 


free to actas he thinks proper, and not to com nit 


particular line of p 
not to influence his opinion, but to 
by the light of his own ir 


quires the assistance of | 


bi 


1 am for leaving him 


him beforehand to any liey, 


let him walk 
tel lige nce, an dj if h © fre- 
his advisory counsel, the 
nited States, and prese 
will be proper for 
opinion, and 
he should take in relation to 
If the Senate 


solves and his policy should not concur with then 


Senate of the U nts subjects 
to their consideration, it them 
, 


then, to render 
the « 
those matters. 


him their not to an- 


ticipate 


ourse 


should pass such re- 


with all the ients he 


tne a 


had, he 
the Senate 


has at least to mee 
‘tion of , and he has to dispose of 
¢ himself with difficulties which, if 
not acted 


rat, cumberin 


Remne \ } , , 
the Senate nad » he would have avoided 


at the 2ment 
Mr. President, it 
which I 


commen 
is said that the 
have referred commit us 


resoiutions to 


to no particular 
course of policy, but leave us free, and that they 
will not commit the Executive of the nation. [f 


they commit us to nothing, they are enti Vv un- 


important, and can be of no advanta We re- 
serve nothing but the right to act as w link 
proper, in the event of certain things being done 
by other nations, a right inherent to our Govern- 
ment, and one that needs no reassertion 

time. Why, sir, itis well known that it isa prin- 


iple inherent in the 


’ 
implanted at 


American heart; it is there 
this day, and has 
the natton. 


entered int 
very soul of You cannot wrest that 
from it, and political vitality in the 
body-politic. Is it believed that if an encroach- 
ment is made upon the perogatives of 


principle leave 


this nation, 
if its security is endangered, or its rights infringed, 
that it will bow in humiliation to any earthly 
Power? It is in vain to think it. prin- 
ciple rests in the heart, and it will be found in the 


arm, to sustain the Executive whenever he 


Sir, the 


deems 


it necessary, in the control of our foreign relations 


Amer ( 


to ours of 


to raise his crest as the representative of 
He certainly has opportunities superior 
possessing himself of 


the condition and state of 
the foreign 


relations of the countrv. It is his 
everyday business, when placed in the Executive 
chair, to look at our foreign relations. He 
control of all our international correspondence. 
The diplomatic machinery of the Government is 
: 
i 


all laid before him; 


is In 


and in his Cabinet coun 
contemplates them, surrounded by men of « ‘apa- 
city and abil ity to sustain him, and if he needs 
advice, ready to offer it. Are we, in advan 
the course which he may think proper to take, 
say what Is right and what is wrong in our foreign 
relations? Our relations to him are delicate: we 
are his advisers. We are here for a little 
fora few months in the year—and when we go 
away, we lose the ‘‘run’’ or ** hang’’ of things, 
as it is familiarly called, while his mind is contin- 
ually considering, and familiar with every passing 
occurrence abroad. In this way, he is more ca- 
pable of determining what it will be proper to 
recommend to the coérd 
ernment for 


pable of 


s he 


e of 


to 


Vihile— 


inate branches of the Gov- 
their concurrence, 
anticipating what he, 
stances, ought to do. 

Another thing: The President 
; his opinions and his recommendations are 
no idle matter; they are the - wring of the Con- 
sutution, for he is requ ired, by ‘that sacred chart 
of our liberties, to give advie e and suggestions to 
the legislative branch of the Government for 
rrence. Under these circ: 
tain that he will be better qualified to m 
gestions to us than we shall be to make them to 
him. The President is individually responsible 
for his acts If he is guilty of derelic tion or 
propriety of con luct, there is but one Exe 
he can be identified, and any malfe 
feasance can | 
is no 


than they are ca- 
under the circum- 


has 


responsli- 


their 


concu imstances it 1S cer- 


ike Sug- 


im- 
ecutiveand 
e or mis- 
snals alee oben The 
be individually charge: nere 
to divide the him. 
Hence, as the rreater respo ysibility rests upon 
= ' vnathaae amit I fn anmendasnts tial 
him, the greater will be the consideration which 


asan 


lto him. 


one 


responsibility with 


he will give to the subjects coming before him. 
But, sir, if the Senate of the United States 

merous | rdy of men, ch oose to take a course that 
is either impolitic or unwise in itself, or unsafe to 


be adopted in regard to our foreign relatio the 
consequence rill be that there are no less than 
Sixty-two men to Gd livide the responsibility, d it 
amounts to nothing at all; whereas the President 


ls : _—s 

being an individual, feels that he is bound to the 
' for , ' } ‘ 

whole nation, and responsible for every act the 


, a nu- 


wouild rather reiy upon 


he does. I 
{ ind 


ons, earry out the policy indicat 
fpr per, or advise with him upon his recommend 
tion, than a would suggest to him what course 
of policy Vv ould meet tl 
when, in fact, the Senator “an kno 
about it, for it At er that has I 


cussed y the c 


e& peod- 
ple. ‘They are contented that it mild be there. 
“i in 1823. It has re- 
‘eR- 
will 
> IT ther ino other 


! . 
iples 


Ay f wa 


who will 
wil do ty 
reir ¢ nracter. 
énact the Decla- 
\lonroe doctrine is 
1 from the 
9 f i you ca ot cut it 





see 
esvliutions to 
geemed tne dcdigse 
| im porte 
ance, and in many respects unfortunate i say 

‘ othing 
ont, 
very 
have 
been entitled if | had an equ opportunity with 


drav ing buta 
e time to wl il would 


coincidence in a train of 
rown up in this coun- 
important in- 
ve had no cities 
flagrated; 
ltean unusual 
si0ons:—whether benefi- 
: | wi not pretend to say. In 1849, 
when difficulties arose be Austria and her 
dependency, Hun ry, resolutions on the subject 


circumstances which have 
try which 


huence u 


and 
we ha 


have had an exciting 
l'o be sure 


un, no house 


pon it. 
sacked, no armi con 
ut, sir, the 7 as been ex et 
decree u on ne o 
cimany or not 


tween 


were introduced into this body. They were dis- 
cussed a lencth of time. There was no action 
upon the in, I yrant you; but yet, throughout this 


broad land, speeches of honorable centlemen, 


ity and stat tesmanship » went 
} 


lf that ha een acase of juat 


speeches of 


Cane 
forth. 


vrent 


interference 


on our part, it would have been well; but, sir, 
these speeches went forth. Soon after that, ‘diffi- 
culties of no ord iry character arose, for we find 
that in May, 1850, five months after the introduc- 


tion into the Senate of the 
first Ci 


far the debates 


resolutions to which l 
took How 
in this body might have influenced 
that invasion, | do not pretend to say; I merely 
remark the —nothing further. It is 
certain, however, that they had some influence. 
Again we find that the mind was excited, 


refer, the iban invasion place. 


coincide nee 


public 
feelj 


the popes r ng wi ought to be drawn into 
thatchannel. And why? ‘The excuse was, that 
the opinions which emanated from the Senate 
Chamber seemed to unloose the bonds that bound 
society in constitutional or treaty allegiance, and 
they thought it was a time of general turmoil and 
uproar. That was the excuse. 

‘Sir, we find that fifteen months after the first 


Cuban invasion of 1850 second Cuban inva- 
We know the 
consequences of that invasion; we know 
py feeling, and the deep-toned 
commiseration which possessed every heart; sym- 
pathy almost amounted to frenzy, and almost 
involved us in a foreign war. ‘This was not by 
the advisement of the United State These men 
did not go authority of this Govern- 
ment, but an excuse was urged, that ifa grave de- 
liberative be was willing to interfere across the 
Atlantic in foreign affairs, why might not the people 
of the United State 


taking ¢ 


It was not long after this, when another exci- 


; the 
sion, of August, 1551, occurred. 
disastrous 


the unhay state of 


under the 





interfere in their vicinity in 
ba, if pousible? 


ting circumstance took place. 
We had not escaped from these difficulties when 
the advent of the illustrious stranger, Kossuth, 
VAS al inced. I was not captivate d by his ad- 


Mr. President. A 


oe spent 


had 
They are a Caul- 
I had 


portion of my life 
vw the Indians. 





tious and consi 


‘rate people, and learned 
to reconnoiter character a little when it comes 
about me, and I am liable to come in contact 


with it. I played the Indian, and was wary. I 








LOlG 


received him, sir, in concurrence with the other 
rs. 1 wished his country liberty, as l 

hed the world liberty, Dut I did not wish to 
disregard our relations and obligations to other 


countries He was hailed, he was greeted, he 
was welcomed, on some occasions, more triumph- 
antly than ever La Fayette, the friend of Wash- 
tly th . , 
rton Compare the men, compare their feelings 


,and their actions, and— 
Hyperi 


non us? 


their impulses 
—that was, to this m1 to a Satyr. 
He had claims of 
‘ 


ever fleshed his sword for 


What claims had he 1 
sympathy. If he had 
i id a iim upon our admiration and 
But he had not done it. 
He hod left Hungary, he had denour 

id thrown ) 


the Government. 


ty, he h 
ir fraternal feelir 
ced Gorgey, 
upon him the responsibility of 

Hie disregarded his colleagues 

head of affairs in 

ungary. Hethrewall the responsibility upon 
Gérgey when Gorgey was helpless, and he him- 
elf had retreated with five thousand men. A 

beautiful army for liberty! Five thousand men 
one, would strike for liberty against thou 


in office when he was at the 
1] 


i 
Ana 


thousands Yet he retreated with a body- 
guard of five thousand. And after he had nego- 
tiated for a succedaneum, for 


a resting-place ; he 
away, leaving ‘* poor Hungary’ down- 
rodden and bleeding. It is known, now, that 
somebody humbugeed us, or we humbugged our- 
Sir, it was Kossuth that humbugged the 
leofus. [Laughter.] 

Mr. MASON. Notall of us. 

Mr. HOUSTON. We have to take it collect- 
Kossuth received here not only as 
chieftains and warriors have been re- 
ceived, but he appeared in the Senate Chamber in 
a costume with which Washington would never 
have entered and departed. He appeared at that 
desk with a sword by his side. My blood boiled 
when I saw it; for I detest tyranny ora symbol 
if despotism in any way, or any approach of the 
military to an equality with the civil. He wore 
at his side, in the halls of legislation, a sword, a 
thing that Washington never did, but to surrender 
it with his power to the counsellors of his coun- 
try. Yet Kossuth entered and left the Chamber 
with an unfleshed sword upon his thigh; for he 
jever saw the face of aneneimy in his life. Think 
you not, if spirits have ubiquity, that the spirit of 
Washington did not revisit the earth, and con- 
template with supreme indignation a scene that 
seemed, even by a symbol, to menace the work of 
his hands? Sir, these things have passed and 
rone, and I have but little to say in regard to 
them. If Kossuth had been the representative of 
rallant and daring Hungarians,of men who struck 
for liberty, and failed for want of numbers suffi- 
cient to have achieved their independence, he 
would have been entitled to the immortality of 
Tell; or if he had perished in the attempt, he 
would have been gloriously embalmed in the 
hearts of all lovers of liberty. But, sir, he had 
no such proud trophies. He was supremely pe- 
euniary ineverything. Thedollars, and the con- 
tributions, and a splendid retinue, with a body- 
guard, to march him through the land, were all 
that he cared about. He marched through the 
country with a body-guard, whereas there is but 
one shield needed in this country for any man. 
An honest and a manly heart will protect him 
always. [cannot let these things pass, because I 
admire true patriotism. There is now aman in this 
city whom I cannot pass by unnoticed. He is 
one who, though unfortunate in rebellion and un- 
advised in his action, was young, ardent, and gen- 
erous. Contriving for no place of refuge, he was 
taken in the fact. [ refer to young Meagher, an 
Irishman. He looks like a hero, and bears the 
stamp and image of a man. He asks for no 
money; he wants no ‘* material aid’’ to retire 
upon, and become Mr. Smith in England, [laugh- 
ter,) as it is said Kossuth has done. 

Sir, much as I admire the patriots who strike for 
liberty—much as I admire the noble people whom 
Kossuth purported to represent—much as I admire 
all men who have struggled even unfortunately or 
misguidedly for liberty, no matter where—much 
as I admire the promptings which actuated them, 
and love the cause in which they have been en- 
gaged; yet when a man proves recreant to a noble 
cause, forgets his people, lives in comfort, splen- 
dor, and display, while they have to bite the dust 
or gnaw the file in agony, I have no sympathy for 
that man. 


wert 


selves. 


whic 


ively. 


was 


our own 
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After the arrival of Kossuth, another set of res- 
olutions was introduced. It was contemplated, I 
believe, then, to interfere in the affairs of Europe 
merely by a proclamation on paper, not seriously 
to interfere; for it was said it would not be re 
garded by them as any interference, and would be 
no provocation. Suppose it had been well re- 
ceived by them, would they not have had an op- 
portunity of reiterating upon us, ‘** You know 
nothing about our business, and you have inter- 
fered in things with which you have no concern. 

t is no principle in your creed; it is nowhere laid 
down that you should interfere in European af- 
fairs?’’ We find this Monroe doctrine, as it is 
called, enforced by an extract from a letter of Mr. 
Jefferson, on which the declaration was predi- 
cated, and in which it originated. We find, that 
in 1823, speaking in relation to the desire of 
England to unite with the United Stotes in pre- 
venting the resubjugation of the South American 

slonies, and in reference to a proposed course of 


policy r part within | 


our hemisphere, pre- 
venting colonization or interference by European 
I rs, Mr. Jefferson said to Mr. Monroe: 


on ou 





Pow e 

«The question presented by the letters you have sent me 
is the most momentous which has ever been offered to my 
contemplation since that of independence. That made us 
a nation; this sects our compass, and points the course which 
we are tosteer through the ocean of time. And never could 
we embark on it under cireumstan¢ nore auspicious. 
Our first and fundamental maxim should be, never to en- 
tangle ourselvesin the broilsot Europe. Our second, never 
to sutfer Europe to intermeddle with cisatlantic affairs. 
America, North and South, has a set of interests distinct 
from those of Europe, and peculiarly her own. She should, 
therefore, have asystem of herown, separate and apart from 
that of Europe; the last is laboring to become the domicil 
of despotism—our endeavor should surely be to make our 
hemisphere that of freedom.’’ 


If we had regarded the admonitions of Mr. Jef- 
ferson, we should not have interfered in the broils 
of Europe. Was not the Hungarian revolution 
a broil in Europe, and therefore appertaining to 
European affairs? Was not the intervention of 
Russia also pertaining to European affairs, with 
which it was not our business to embroil ourselves ? 
Then, sir, we had nothing to do with it. What 
is the case now? Because troubles have arisen in 
Cuba, and because England and France have in- 
dicated a disposition to secure Cuba to Spain, are 
we to make a protest that no Power can or shall 
interfere, colonize, orin any way occupy this hem- 
isphere, but we are to reserve the right inviolable, 
and, in us, indefeasible ? 

Sir, it has been said repeatedly that the inva- 
sion of Cuba was in imitation of a revolution that 
occurred in our neizhborhood, and of which I 
have some cognizance. It has been said that there 
is a striking analogy between the attempts made 
upon Cuba and the revolution of Texas. Sir, 
nothing has ever been more misapprehended on 
earth than the facts in relation to the course pur- 
sued by Texas as a colony, or component part of 
the Republic of Mexico. We find in Cuba that 
no revolution was going on. The people were 
quiet and tranquil. [ admit that it would be to us 
a galling and intolerable despotism; but they had 
been reared under that despotism, and have been 
accustomed to it and know nothing better. They 
have not intelligence sufficient to comprehend lib- 


erty, or to understand the philosophy of it. Sir, 
there was no revolution existing in Cuba. The 


inception of it was here in our country, when we 
wereon terms of peace and in amity with Spain. 
In relation to that matter I have my opinion. Let 
other nations do as they will with their subjects. 
However glad I would be to see all mankind 
under a free and beneficent constitution, I must 
say that if it is not so, itis their own business. 
We have ours to attend to, and let us attend to it. 
If we make treaties with nations, let us maintain 
them inviolate. It is not only the duty of the 
law-makers, or the Executive of our country, to 
maintain peace, but it is really the duty of every 
individual; for unlike other countries, where the 
will of a sovereign or a ministry directs their pol- 
icy and negotiates their treaties, our sovereignty 
resides in the people themselves, and every man 
is a constituent part of that sovereignty. He 
delegates the power to representatives to negotiate 
and to establish treaties, and he is bound individ- 
ually, as well as we all are bound nationally, to 
adhere to and maintain the national good faith. 
[ have deplored the fate of the unfortunate and 
deluded men who went there: but, sir, Cuba had 
no revolution progressing in her island. The 


ented 


revolution was progressing within the limits of 
the United States. There was a junta in this 
country making preparations for the invasion of 
Cuba, and notto join in a revolution there, which 
is a proof that there was no anticipation of a 
revolution in Cuba. I need only refer to the fact 
that when the forces landed there, there wag no 
uprising amongst the people. Then there is no 
analogy between that and the condition of the 
people of Texas when they resisted—resisted. 
[ say, sir, for they never rebelled. Their case he 
not understood, and it is due to the truth of hig. 
tory that a short exposition of facts should on this 
occasion be submitted not only to the Senate, but 
to acandid world. 

The people who emigrated from the United 
States to Texas, went there under a constitution 
almost identical with the Constitution of the Uni. 
ted States, and to that constitution they swore 


allegiance. They had certain inducements held 
out tothem. They were not cramped in their set. 
tlement. There was a wide domain, and it wag 


liberally dispensed by Mexico; for in place of a 
little contracted farm of six hundred and forty 
acres, every man had his three miles square of 
land, and for this they were all to peril their lives 
| in repelling the wild Indians upon the borders, and 
to build up for Mexico an established community, 
| They engaged to do soin good faith, and they 
| continued in it from 1825 up to 1835, multiplying 
in number and in resources, gathering about them 
all the elements of prosperity; and when they were 
prosperous, they became objects of the cupidity of 
Mexico, which attempted torob them. The peo- 
ple submitted to successive drafts made upon them, 
and yielded obedience. Yearsafterwards, whena 


| revolution grew up, there was just cause for it, as 


| tamente in 


I shall show. 

The constitution of 1824 was subverted by Bus- 
1832. After the subversion of that 
constitution, Santa Anna, then a military chief, 
beeame the champion of free principles, and he 


| warred successfully against Bustamente, with the 
| aid of troops stationed in the interior of Texas, 
| for they never saw the frontier near us. They did 


not engage in war with the Indians, but left the 
citizens to attend tothem. Those citizens, when 
they received this intelligence, instantly rose in be- 
half of free principles, and under the standard of 


| Santa Anna’s edict they achieved, not the inde- 


pendence of Texas, but the expulsion of the troops, 
and had them turned over to the authority of Santa 
Anna, the then champion of liberty in Mexico. 
This was in 1832. 

In 1834 or 1835, Santa Anna deemed fit to sub- 
vert the constitution and proclaim himself Dictator 
of the Republic of Mexico, governing with the rod 
of his power, and the mandate of his will. Under 


| these circumstances, the Texans remained loyal; 


but he was not satisfied, for as they had helped 
him to expel tyrants, it indicated an aversion on 
their part to tyrants altogether; and as he had as- 
sumed to be one, they were his enemies from that 
time. General Santa Anna sent his officers to 
Texas to demand of them their arms which were 
necessary to them for their defense and the defense 
of their families—those arms which had often re- 
nelled the Indians from their border, and sustained 
the flag of Mexico. They told him that arms were 
necessary for their support, not only to give them 
food from the game which they brought to them, 
but were indispensable to their protection against 
the Indians who hovered upon their borders. 
That excuse was not deemed sufficient. The pri- 
vate arms of Texas were demanded. The people 
would not surrender them. There was but one 


| piece of cannon left to protect a frontier of more 


than six hundred miles. The authorities of Mexi- 
co sent their cavalry to take this from Gonzalos, 
a place imminent in its exposure to hostile inva- 
sion. The Mexicans, when they demanded it, 
were told to come and take it. They attempted it 
and were repulsed, but no lives were lost. They 
returned to Mier, and. there fortified themselves 
and denounced war. Two hundred men attacked 
eleven hundred of them in their fortress, took it, 
let them march out with the honors of war, gave 
them their arms, and let them return to Mexico. 
This 1t was hoped had terminated the difficulty. 
But by the ensuing spring, Santa Anna, Dictator 
of Mexico, and prospective emperor of that rich 
and beautiful realm, advanced upon Texas with 
_the best appointed army, perhaps, that had ever 
' pressed the earth of America with its tread. [t 


= 


1853. 


“re i mu 





litioned, ap} seine, and disc iplinea. | 


Aa 


“Ty 


7 » most of the suldlere were veteran troops. 
ri > whole population of Texas at that time was 
If it exceeded fifteen thousand it was won- 
yet Santa Anna advanced upon them. He 

he fortress of Mier He took it, and 

ed every man in it. Then it was that 

f the citizens of the United States rallied in 

bers to assist Texas engaged in actual revolu- 

vy. for she had then been a year in the revolu- 
‘when they fled to us. The men at Mier were | 
tored by Urrea, the General of Santa Anna, 

1 aftet the capitulation, barbarously slaughtered. 

{ e the faith of nations, and the rules of war 
were defied, and the act was done in derision of 

zation of the nineteenth century. 





there then a voice heard in this Chamber 


ivocating or introducing a resolution in vindica- 
sy of the rights of Texas? Not one voice was 
{at that time. Those gallant spirits who fell 
ecatombs, with their footsteps almost on Amer- 

len sil, were hardly washed out or obliterated; 
-et this nation was not convulsed. We heard of 


» sympathetic throb issuing from these Cham- 


ers, no indignant voice raised in denunciation of 


e barbarity committed towards Texas. Did 
exas ever complain to this Government? From 
1836 to 1843, did she ever remonstrate to this 


yyvernment? In 1843, when she did remonstrate, 
what was it? She said to the three great Powers 
‘the earth, to France, England, and the United 
ites, ‘© We ask no assistance, we invoke the in- 

n of our enemies, and upon a well-arranged 
d well-fought field, we will chance our liberty; 
it compel our adversary to the rules of civilized 
warfare.’?’ That was all we asked. The Govern- 
nent of the United States, acting upon its wise 
and prudent and proper policy, did not interfere. 
\ le iter was written by Mr. Webster, creditable 
to him, creditable to his head, and to his heart, 
s everything which ever emanated from him. 
it it was not regarded by Mexico, and we were 
he sufferers. Indians were brought in and thrown 
the scale against us. Texas was contending 
icninst all these difficulties. The Texans were 
yntending for their homes, their families, their 
firesides, and the altars of their household gods, 
‘or they were permitted to have no churches there 
ind hence perhaps a good deal of their feeling. 

I contend that while we maintain our national 

ith it is not right to extend our jurisdiction be- 
yond our own hemisphere. We should confine 
yur action here. Why should wegoand turn our 
attention to European affairs ? 
other people? 
Let us see. 

I wish to show you the policy which actuated 
General Jackson; and no man ever felt a stronger 
sympathy for any people on earth, than he did for 

he Texans. All will admit that that creat, enlicht- 
ak and patriotic citizen was actuated by high 

d generous impulses; and if this feeling which 
ow seems to prevail among some honorable 
rentlemen, 
ave lavished it with some propriety upon the 
Texans, then in a struggling condition? for they 
were bone of his bone, and flesh ofhis flesh. Did 
he not sympathize with Texas under all the appall- 


in 


5 


dp 
Db 


Did you show it towards Texas? 


known tothe world (though not imparted by her, 
in strains of plaintive solicitation) that she was 
suffering? Yet the Roman spirit of Jackson, that 
pirit that never yielded, that steel that never failed, 
had firmness and character enough in his holy ad- 
hesion to the principles of this Government, and 
its Constitution, to maintain inviolate the faith of 
e treaties with Mexico. He said that if 
must be free she would vindicate it to the world. 
That was his consolation. Hesaid, Would that 
[ were there to rescue them, or to interpose my 
life in their defense, but here I havea sacred duty 
to perform, and that I will perform. [ will read 
his language, when a requisition had been made 
upon him; and from that it will be discovered with 
what remarkable pertinacity General Jackson ad- 
hered to the principle, that the faith of treaties is 


Why this care for | 


was then in existence, might he not 


¢ influences of necessity on her part, for it was | 


Texas | 


inviolable; that you cannot violate them without | 


dishonor. 


Owing to the peculiar character of the troubles | 


on the frontier of Texas, and the general excite- 


ment amongst the Indians in the United States be- | 


longing to the frontier of Texas, three regiments 
of men were called out by General Gaines, who 


was then stationed within twenty-five miles of the | 


THE C 


| men did the 
| timidity. 


| Sabine, the boundary separating Texas from the 
United States. It was thourkt. owing to 
great excitement in Texas and the : 


revolution, that if 


the 
activity of our 
the troops were drawn near the 


borders they would desert and vo to Texas if 
they had done so it tee have made the Execu- 
tive of the United States liable or subjected him to 
the imputation of bad faith, and it would have 
been said that it was a mere ruse for the purpose 
of introdecis ¢ Americans into Texas. In order 


to show his views on that occasion. | 
extract from Gener: 


Gaines, in Aucu 


et me read an 
Jackson’s letter to Genet 


3t, 1836: 


‘* The obligations of our treaty 


with Mexico, as well as 
the general principles which govern our intercourse with 
foreign Powers, require us to maintain a strict neuffality 
in the contest Which now agitates a part of that Republi 
So long as Mexico fulfills her duties to us, as they are d 
fined by the treaty, and violates none of the rights which 
are secured by it to our citizens, any act on the part of the 
Government of the United States which would tend to fos 


ter a spirit of resistance to her Government and laws, what 


ever may be their character and form, when administered 
within her own limits and jurisdiction, would be unauthor 
ized and highly improper.’’—Exz. D 1836, 1837. Vol. 1 
Doc. 2, p. 38. 

Sir, could a more positive act of discountenance 
have been given to any part of the people on the 
frontier to j' in in the revolution that was then pro- 
gressing in Texas? Not at all. And even after 
that, we find he was not satisfied by the discour- 


agements that he had given their taking any par- 
ticipancy in the warfare, but we find him more 
conclusive, if possible, and more determined that 
the imputation of suspicion should not attach to 
this Government while he wore the scepter placed 
in his hands by the American people; for he said, 
in a message to the Senate of December 22, 1836: 

‘<ft is true with regard to Texas, the civil authority of 
Mexico has been expelled, its invading army defeated, 
chief of the Republic himself captured, and all present power 
to control the newly-organized Government of Texas an 
nihilated within its confines. But on the other hand, there 
is an appearance at least of immense disparity of sit al 
force on the side of Mexico. The Mexican Republic, under 
another execution, is rallying its forces under a new leader, 
and menacing a fresh invasion to recover its lost dominion 
Upon the issue ofthis threatened invasion the independ: 
of Texas may be considered as suspended ; and were there 
nothing peculiar in the relative situation of the United States 
and Texas, our acknowledgment of its independence at 
such a crisis would scarcely be regarded as consistent with 
that prudent reserve with which we have heretofore held 
ourselves bound to treat al! similar questions.’ 

That shows the spirit that actuated General 
Jackson. Where did he derive these principle 
from? They were seeds sown in the Revolution. 
They had brought forth good fruit, and it was a 
plentiful harvest. General Jackson imbibed these 
principles ata time when he was young. They 
were matured in the practical operation of this 
Government. He foresaw that without adhes 
some great principle of integrity, this né 
could never be prospe never glorious 
ought never to be fortunate. Sir, he was an idk 
ator of his country. He loved it aboveall things 
earthly. He wished it not only to be pure, but to 
be above suspicion; and he wished so as to 
show not merely the propriety of its actions, but 
the purity of the motives which governed it. 

Sir, it was suggested by the 
from Michigan, {[ Mr. Cass,] 
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ion 
to ation 
rous, , and 
id 


to act 


honorable Senator 
when his resolutions 


were under consideration in relation to breaking off 
our diplomatic intercourse with Austria—a d I 
presume his remark is equally applicable to his 


resolutions at this time—that opposition tot 
might arise from timidity 
feeling, we were unwilling to make these declara- 
tions to the world. I cannot think so. 1 would 
think it rather reverting to a sober second thought 
than to decline adopting them in hot haste, and 
declaring to the whole world that we have a right 
to do what the whole world acknowledges that we 
havea righttodo. He isnot willing to compare 
our condition with that of our estors, when 
they submitted to certain oppressions and condi- 
tions laid upon them. I cannot believe that our 
ancestors were timid, or that they were deficient 
in anything of the constituents of manhood and 
nobility. Such an association of men, such a 
number of heroes, such a constellation of states- 
men, the world had never before contemplated, 
and I presume it never will. What did they 
leave unaccomplished that was worthy of accom- 
plishment? In what that became great and good 
fail? Nothing. Why, th ey had no 
“hey were glorious in their day and 
generation, and through the ocean of time as it rolls 
on, they will shine in luminous comparison with 


nem 


, or that, from some other 
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other men in the brichtness of their achievements 
1 cannot believe tha hey were ti I am 
advancing to that perioe of life when I a ‘ * 
enacious I do not like to | harged w due 
timidity; though 1 to be e 
tantoft t Ido, t ereve | I La hter.] 
to achieve any great object, and the ' oY 
the Ameri un people to a hieve and if they fail 
in it, | will say they unwort of the sires 
whose rig ey | tL ceased | low 
sut | never tthe day W e\ me 
unui U ed the ze h, } as 
ittained b «lian, and f de- 
cline, wl t the glo: Ast, 
or prove recreant o the delig t ns of 
wisdom from their forefathes Chey do 
it. I should bes vy to think t | ed in 
an age and generation, es é » | y 
as th s,and ona t of ind that ’ | 8 
reserved by W ‘ vice e of God ‘ . 
covered on rlobe, t \ eed m, 
the home of intellic e, of rel und of iw, 
if the | forget the illusts ex- 
amples of the Fathers of the Republic here 
eems to have been a special favor of the Almighty 
bestowed upon the people of the United States 
such there has been on no other nation. It 
may be compared to another Canaai lt was ex 
cepted Dy r the 0} eration of God’s divi é ind bp 
culiar favor for this favored peopl Th OW 
ought we to estimate the boon that we y? 
How ought we to estimate our relations with s ir- 
rounding nations? Sur, we ought to ¢ hevery 
high and ennobling principle, and we it to 
exalt mankind by our e xample ‘*Show me tny 
faith without thy works, and I will show thee my 
faith oY my work While weare so peculiarly 
blessed, and while we may wish that othe: ns 
may h ive the same degree of liberty, equality, 
and justice, let us manifest to the that it not 
idle prate on our part, but that we me vhat we 
say, and will do what we mean. Then, , our 
high example will elevate mankind more than all 
the political and diplomatic interference and i 
national resolutions that we could adopt i | 
dred thousand years Ve Imire 
the rectitude of our cond ed 
we should also be pract vould imi- 
tate wha t was wort} Vv of im tation: ‘al d it enat 
they could not say that we were act r il st- 
itly with our professions 

{ would like to talk about Nicara and Cuba 
and the Sandwich Islands; about there being tu- 
I il accretions to the power here to be built , if 
we remain a united and a just people, just to our 
selves and to other nations; maintaining the good 
faith of treaties; interfering with no one; permitting 
no interference with us. But there is not time for 
that. It is not necessary that we should | m 
to the whole world that we are going lo or 
that. Let us be staid, quiet, industr us, cd re- 
flective. When subject re nted re ing 
action, let us act. Sir, this ! 1 to 
fill a v t space ! PrP tne t the ¢€ h 
Already in its youth it is great and miehty: ma- 
jestic is its renown d most infi I is re 
sources; but those re [ n t e | banded 
and they must be cared for, for a while It is in 
vain to extend speculations beyond the necessity 
of the times, and involve ourselves in fruitles 
troubles bv anticipation. 

Sir, we have mi ch to do fore selves to give us 
that iron hoon, of which General Jackson ‘ 
which should be thrown around our cont t 
Sir, let us make an iron hoop r Ca 
to the Atlant It is worth all the re uti hat 
could be introduced here a thousand ye 
international law, foreshadowing ry I'hat 
Is a matter which enter to the ve Vitalis of our 
national existence, and one that must be i for, 
looked to, e.nd by some means executed ltis a 
vast and eminently national work. Without it, 
we are two nations With it, we should be one 
and we should command the trade of other n: 
tions. 

Mr. President, I have no idea of going about 
bantering the whole world when nobody is 
tering us. An occurrence which once took place 
will perhaps illustrate this way « masting better 


than any comment of mine cold do. I refer to 


an incident which has been described by a great 

man. I mean Washington Irving, a man known 
7, , 

to fame, and of high literary distinction. Wash 
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ington Irving on one occasion, describing the 
boastine of some of us, said that the best illustra- 
tion which he could possibly give of it would be 
to narrate an incident that occurred on board a 
British vessel in which he had come over from 
Eneland. There were on board the ship two large 
Gallipagos turtles, a very large animal, as it Js 
known, something resembling terrapins, I pre- 
sume many Senatora who have never seen turtles 
' They are a delicious mor- 
These tur- 
respective en- 


have seen terrapins. 


coau for the epicure or the gourmand. 
ties W ruld sally forth from their 
campments, for they were put in separate places 
on board the ship. 
their disposition one to another. 


They were very belligerent in 
They would ap- 


proach formally, slowly at first, then make a sud- 
den movement, then another, reconnoltering with 
wreat care, their eyes scintilating fire and their 


breath d ep toned; at last they approached near 
each other, and coming almost in contact, one 
raised with great caution, a little tremulous, but 
nery himself at the other, as is their custom, 
and gave vent toan expression of his indignation, 
* Foo and fell back a little. "lhe other 
raised his head, slowly drew up in the same way, 


¢ "9 
foo-foo 


and exten ling himself, let forth ** Foo-foo-foo!’’ 
raising his head a little hirher than the other. 
They kept alternating in that way until at last one 
rot decided y the 
very —and the other discovered it, 
uid the moment he did, he 
back: 


A little blowing and a little tip-toeing was 
WAS done. 


advantage—althouch it was a 
mall advantave 
beat a retreat and 
{ Laughter. } 
all that 
I do trust that the resolutions of the 


1 out with all possible facility. 


Senator from Michigan will pass off in the same 
way; they will hurt nobody. [Laughter.] 

Mr. HUNTER. What is the question? 
Phe PRESIDENT. The question is on the 
amendment of the Senator from California, in re- 


’ 


lation to the establishment of a line of steamers 
from California to the Sandwich 
China. 

Mr. HUNTER. I hope the Senator will re- 
sérve that for the mail-steamer appropriation bill. 

Mr. GWIN. Lam afraid to withdraw it under 
the hope to bring it successfully before the Senate 
again this session on any bill, after the speech 
which we have justlistened to from the Senator from 
Texas. 
upon 


Islands and 


If any gentleman can put such a speech 
such an amendment as this, we ought to get 
clear of this, and all of the other appropriation 
bills as soon as possible, 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I desire to say to 
my friend from California, that I am in favor of 
the establishment of a line of steamers from San 
Francisco to China: but really, it does occur to 
me that this is an unfortunate time at which to 
pre sent the proposition, I have no disposition to 
debate it, and I will not do so. [am anxious to 
see such a line established, but I think we oucht 
to take more time, and prepare ourselves to do it 
more effectually. I have not examined the sub- 
ject with a great deal of attention, and with as 
much care asl should desire to do; but if the 
question be brought before the Senate now, I shall 
feel myself called upon to offer an amendment in 
lieu of this, which | think isa much better one. 
I have refrained from doing it because I thought it 
too late to consider the subject. I repeat again to 
the Senator, that | am as anxious, or at least as 
willing, to see this line established as he himself; 
but I do not think this is the proper time to do it. 

Mr. BRODHEAD. I would like to inquire of 
my friend from California whether there has not 
been a proposition submitted to Congress to carry 
this mail for the receipts from postages ? 

Mr. GWIN. Not that I ever heard of. Propo- 
sals have been made by different parties, a Mr. 
Thompson and Mr. Moore. For the last two-and- 
a-half years a contest has been going on between 
those gentlemen, and neither has been able to cet 
a bill through Congress. This amendment pro- 
poses to advertise for bids and to give the carrying 
of the mail to the lowest bidder, just as you would 
the mai! from here to New Orleans. 

Mr. BROBHEAD. What is the proposals of 
Thompson and Moore? 

Mr. GWIN. One proposes to carry the mail 
for the postages with the addition of a certain 
quantity of land, and a part of the receipts from 
customs for goods carried in the steamers of the 
line. The other asks the loan of the credit of the 
Government to enable him to build his ships. All 
that I have to say to the Senator from Tennessee 








is, that we need this line, and hereis a proposition || 


to let itout to the lowest bidder. There is no name 
connected with it, but it is precisely similar to the 
law which we passed at the last session for the 
mail line from Vera Cruz to New Orleans. I hope 
the amendment will be adopted. 

Mr. BRODHEAD. This amendment proposes 
to appropriate three millions of dollars for this 
purpose. Now, | wish to know what will be the 
Has 


there been any estimate ofthem? My friend from 


annual receipts from postage on this line? 


California says that he has examined the subject. 
I should like to know what is the estimate of the 
Post Office Department as to the probable receipts 
Irom postager 

Mr. GWIN. I did not ¢o into an examination 
as to the receipts from postages. 1 look upon this 
as a line of so much importance commercially as 
well as for the establishment of postal arrange- 
ments with the Chinese Empire, that | did not go 
into an examination of the postage receipts. | 
examined into it in its commercial and national 
aspects in the remarks which I have submitted to 
the Senate. 

All I have to say in revard to the statement of 
the honorable Senator as to other propositions is, 
that they were objec uuonable, because individual 
names were ¢ onnected With them. 
ing of that kind in this amendment. I will not 
detain the Senate, but I trust we shall have a vote. 

Mr. BRIGHT. If I supposed there was the 
remotest probability that this amendment would 
be adopted, | should submit a few remarks upon 
the subject; but as itis, 1 will not do so. I look 
upon the proposition as another effort to fasten 
upon the public ‘Treasury another great steam line, 
to which fam opposed. ‘The Post Office Depart- 
ment, during the past year, was thrown upon the 
Treasury for about three millions of dollars. If 
this be added, | suppose we shall add another half 
million. But, as I stated, I did not rise to discuss 
the question. I know that the time of the Senate 
is too precious now to be consumed in that way. 
[ merely wish to ask for the yeas and nays on the 
amendment. 

‘The yeas and nays were ordered. 

Mr. GWIN. In answer to what the Senator 
from Indiana has said I will observe, that inde- 
pendently of these steam lines the Post Office De- 
partment has ceased to be a self-sustaining insttu- 
tion. He has himself, asa member of the Finance 
Committee, agreed to a section in this very bill 
providing for a deficit of more than $1,500,000, 
estimated for on account of reduced postages. He 


talks of this as fastening upon the Treasury an- | 


other great steam line. Why, sir, what has he, 
and those living in the section of country which 
he represents, been doing but fastening a great 
steam line on the country from Louisville to New 
Who has been more anxious than the 
rentlemen from that section of the Union to have 
that great steam line for daily mail facilities? I 
do not intend to pursue this matter. [ hope we 
shall have a vote. 

Mr. BORLAND. I wish to know if I under- 
stood the Senator from California distinctly when 
he spoke of a great steam line between Louisville 
and New Orleans? 

Mr. GWIN. I did refer to that. 

Mr. BORLAND. Iam a little astonished to 
hear the name of a great steam fine given to that. 
It is what we have throughout the country, simply 
a mail line on the Ohio and Mississippi rivers. A 
great steam line! There is no feature there for 
steamers requisite for war purposes. And what was 
the estimate for a daily mail between Louisville, 
St. Louis, and New Orleans? The highest estimate 
was $350,000 per year. 
propose for his line, and what do we pay for the 
Collins line, and for all the steam ocean mails? 
W hy, taking the amount of service to be rendered 
in the line between Louisville, St. Louis, and New 
Orleans, the cost is not as one dollar to a thou- 
sand, even at the highest estimate ($350,000) made 
for that mail. ‘This is a mail line fifteen hundred 
miles in length, upon the most important thorough- 
fare in this Union. I hope that it will not be put 
to our account, when we have had until now, and 
even at the present time have no mail upon these 
rivers, but must depend upon the uncertainties of 
a mere freighting business. Wehave got no mail 


Orleans? 


line there now, and shall not have until next Oc- 


tober. 


‘There is noth- | 


What does the Senator | 


Mr. BRIGHT. Not to appear inconsistent, it | 
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provide for them. 


| words in the amendment. 
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is proper I should say that I did vote for the ap- 
propriation at the last Congress for the estab. 
lishment of mail service between Louisville and 
New Orleans,to be carried in steamboats, pro. 
vided the Postmaster General could make a con- 
tract on fair terms. I apprehend that is legitimate 
and proper service, and of a very different charac. 
ter from that contemplated by the amendment of 
the Senator from California. That amendmen 
contemplates mail service outside of the Uni ol 
States where there are no mails to be carried, or at 
least comparatively few,and no profit likely to re- 
sult from the service. 

Mr. CASS. I desire merely to say that I am 
myself favorable to the object of the amendment 
of the Senator from California; but he is mistaken 
in supposing that this is like the law which we 
passed for the establishment of a line from Vera 
Cruz to New Orleans. If he will make this like 
that, I will vote for it. 

Mr. GWIN. I think it is in the same words. 

Mr. CASS. The gentleman is entirely mis. 
taken. This isa proposition for war steamers, 
which requires an expense totally unneccessary, 
It is a matter which has been fully discussed, and 
I shall not now go over it. It is a provision to- 
tally unnecessary, and I hope it will be stricken 
out. 

Mr. GWIN. 1 intended not to provide for war 
steamers, and I do not think the amendment does 

I copied the law as it stands, 
Mr. CASS. Is the 
about that fact? 

Mr. GWIN. Yes, sir. 

Mr. CASS. As I heard the amendment read [ 
thought it provided for war steamers. I sho 
like to hear it read again, or at least part of it. 

The Secretary read the part of the amendment 
referred to, in these words: 

**Tn steam vessels of not less than two thousand tons, of 


the besi form or construction, adapted to war purposes.” 


Mr. GWIN. 


as ! : ¢ . 
honorable Senator sure 


4 


I did not intend to leave those 
I move to strike out 
the words, ‘* adapted to war purposes.” 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. CASS. One other point. The Vera Cruz 
steamers were limited to eight hundred tons. 
Now, | am willing to go beyond that in this case; 
but it seems to me that a burden of two thousand 
tons is unnecessary. 

Mr. GWIN. Say fifteen hundred. 
tance is six thousand miles. 

Mr. CASS. Iam willing to vote for the prop- 
osition without the provision for war steamers, 
and providing that they shall not exceed fifteen 
hundred tons burden, with an open contract for 
all the world. I think then it will be a very proper 
measure. 

Mr. HAMLIN. I think that for the service to 
be performed by these vessels, two thousand tons 
burden will be small enough; and I should not 
vote for a smaller vessel, but I shall vote for none. 

Mr. MASON. It has been so much my for- 
tune here to oppose measures of this character, 
generally without success, that I fee] some reluc- 
tance in saying a word upon the subject now. 
But it is an appropriation from the Treasury to 
create a new channel of commerce which does not 
now exist. It is to invitecommerce directly from 
Shanghai to San Francisco, to go by that route, 
to increase it, if you please, but to create a new 
channel by the means of this steam line, which 
steam line is to be put there at the expense of 
the Treasury. Now, the proposition for carrying 
the mails is a mere excuse for the appropriation. 
It will not cost the Government $3,000,000 in the 
course of six years to carry the mail intercourse 
between these points. It is really an appropria- 


The dis- 


| tion from the public Treasury to create a new 


channel of commerce. I do not see that we are 
at liberty to use the public money for any purpose 
of private enterprise. Sir, if there be one princi- 
ple of this Government that I should be disposed 
to hold more dear than any other, it would be to 
leave private enterprise to its private competition, 
and not for the Government to interfere with it. 
Mr. DAVIS. This amendment proposes a line 


| of steamers of the first class, I believe, from San 


Francisco, in California, to Shanghai, in China. 
There is nothing more manifest than that such a 
provision as this cannot be executed without a 
very large appropriation of money. I have said, 


|on a former occasion, that I think it is the true 


policy of the United States to extricate themselves 
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as rapidly as they can from the contracts which 
are noW in existence to transport the mail to for- 
ion countries in steamers, and to adopt an en- 
inal new and more economical system for that 
cose. The existing contracts ought undoubt- 
ily to be carried out, but the objections to ex- 
tending this system are so strong, and it is so 
much at war with private interests, if it is con- 
nec ted with the commerce of the country, that I 
think the policy cannot be sustained. It may be 
. a ined as a postal arrangement, but not on com- 
mercial grounds, because every gentleman must 
erceive at once that so far as vessels of this class 
wre freighting vessels, they are to that extent in 
a ympetition with the vessels which receive no en- 
couragement whatever from the Government. 
Now, sir, when you propose to put into a line of 
chi s kind steamers which are of two thousand or 
three thousand tons burden, they are made of 
that size for the purpose of carrying freight, and 
with. a view to competition in the business of 
freighting. I think that the argument which was 
presented to the Senate by the merchants of New 
York and Boston, and laid on our tables when the 
Collins matter was pending upon the subject, is 
nanswerable; and any gentleman who reads that 
arrument will rise convinced, from the reasoning 
there adopted, that this is an erroneous policy. 

But, sir, | am as much convinced as the honor- 
able Senator from California can be, that this is to 
be a line “oe commerce eventually. It is not 
larze now, but I think that circumstances are de- 
veloping themselves rapidly to show that the com- 
merce between the Pacific coast and the coast of 
Asia is to be a large one, but at this moment it has 
not become sufficient to justify such an outlay as 
this measure proposes. I rise chiefly to throw out 
for the consideration of the honorable mover of 
this amendment, that if he means to get anything 
that can be carried into effect, it would be better 
to take less expensive measures. There will be 
no competition of other routes from San Francisco 
across to the coast of Asia; there will be no com- 
peting line got up by any foreign Power. There 
micht be a class of propellers put there by which 

the expense of transporting the mail would be re- 
duced to a reasonable rate, and news would be 
transmitted within a few days, as rapidly as by 
uch laree steamers as go across the Atlantic ocean. 
Why, sir, no gentleman who has not looked into 
this subject can comprehend the expense created 
by high speed. Mr. Collins told me himself, last 
summer, when this subject was under considera- 
tion, that the fuel, and the wear and tear of ma- 
inery, necessary on these large steamers to gain 
a single day in her voyage to Europe, cost at least 
$10,000. pres him as authority for it, and he 
said that the books would show it, and he gave 
reasons to prove that that was the fact. Itisa 
notorious fact, that great speed and great rapidity 
by steam is attained ata vast increase of expense. 
By propellers you could run across from Cali- 
fornia to China, and transmit intelligence, within 
a few days, as quick as by the most expert steam- 
ers; and you could do it for comparatively a very 
moderate expense. My own belief is, that this 
line should be commenced in propellers of a mod- 
erate size, which can couple utility in freighting 
with a very good and satisfactory degree of dis- 
patch in the transmission of ‘cealitelteam That 
is the way in which it should be begun; that will 
both aid the commerce of the country and give 
dispatch to the mails. If some such plan as that 
were proposed, [ think I should be willing to vote 
for it; but [ am not prepared to lay out $500,000 
or $600,000 a year, for the transmission of the 
mail from San Francisco to the coast of Asia. The 
time has not yet come for that. It will come by 
and by, but it is not now. 

Mr. GWIN. I am perfectly willing that the 
amendment suggested by the honorable Senator 
from Massachusetts shall be incorporated into my 
amendment, and that this contract shall be con- 
fined to propellers instead of ordinary side-wheel 
steamships. I do not intend to consume the time 
of the Senate at this hour of the session, because 
1 know that it is wrong to do so, even on so im- 
portant a measure as this. The Senator from Vir- 
ginia [Mr. Mason] is mistaken when he says this 
isa proposition to create commerce, and where it 
does not already exist. A commerce does now 
exist between California and China, greater than 
between China and the whole United States four 
years ago. There is already an immense com- 
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merce there. The mails fromthe East Indies and 
from China, not o1 nly tor this country, but for Eu- 
rope, would be transmitted by this line if 
tablish it, particulariy if there was a connection 
by telegraph from Acapulco to Vera Cruz. We 
could run down from San Francisco to A 


vu vO 


we es- 


capuico 
in six days, and from Acapulco to New O: 
by telegraph, and steamers’ news could 

mitted in two or three days. So that we 


icails 

Aus 
couid 
have a very quick communication through our 
country between 


Asia and Europe if we had tl 
line of steamers. 


t ms 
If | had time to go into the question—and I am 
sorry that I have not—I could show that the 


most 
important results would follow 


t 


the establishment 
of closer and more intimate commercial and postal 
arrangements between California and China and 
Japan. The commerce which will spring up be- 
tween the United States and those c yuntries Will 
be immense, and we should encourave it in every 
way in our power, : 

W ith regard to what the Senator from Virginia 
said, that this line was asked for purely commer- 
clal purposes, and not f rr postal | irposes, Ll have 


i A 
i 


only to say that the Senate has already passed 
a similar bill connecting the | 
foreign country. I allude to the line frow New 
Orleans to VeraCruz. Now, what are the receipts 
of postages from that line? W hat were the rec eipl 3 
at the time the bill was passed by the Senate with- 
out opposition? Lam sorry to say that the anal- 
ogy is perfect, but the treatment of the two propo- 
sitions in the Senate is very dillerent. 

Mr. BELL. | wanttoask the honorable Senator 


from California why he does not ingraft upon his 


nited States with a 


amendment the amendment to which he alludes 
Mr. GWIN. In regard to propellers? 
Mr. BELL. Yes, sir. 
Mr. GWIN. 
Mr. BELL 


Senator, or of some one who does know, whether 


I am willing to do so. 
I want to know of the honorable 


a gentleman has not made a proposition to carry 
the mail on this line in steamers for one half the 
estimated value of the postages alone? 

Mr. GWIN. I never heard of it. 

Mr. BELL. That is, taking a period of ten 
years; and he will construct six large screw pro- 
pellers or side-wheel steamers for one half the 
ostares. 

Mr. COOPER. To whom do you refer? 

Mr. BELL. To Ambrose W. Thompson. 

Mr. COOPER. He has made such a proposi- 
tion. 

Mr. SOULE. 
not the half. 

Mr. BELL. For the whole of the postages; 
but I understand that he asks an advance on the 
ships of one half the estimated amount of post- 
ages, for the purpose of building them. 

Mr. COOP ER. Yes, sir. 

Mr. BELL. My attention has been attracted 
to the subject, and I have been struck, as every 
ventieman who looks into it must be struck, with 
an idea of the great development of trade and in- 
tercourse which the establishment of this line 
would promote between the shores of Asia and 
the western coasts of this continent. I connect it 
in my own mind with a great many other sub- 
jects. I should like to see the experiment made 
upon many grounds. I agree with the Senator 
from Massachusetts that | would not be willing 
to vote a very large sum for the purpose t! 


t 


For the whole of the postages, 





us early, 
and before we know something more of the value 
of that commerce. But certainly I would agree 
to such a proposition as that submitted by the 
capitalist to whom I have alluded. By way of ex- 
periment, | would go a considerable way to see 
what would be the result of a line of communica- 
tion between San Francisco and the coast of Asia. 
A great many gentlemen of more knowledge upon 
the subject than [ pretend to possess, say that it 


will reverse the course of trade, and not only of 


trade, but of postal communication between the 
East Indies and the west of Europe, by a connec- 


tion with a telegraphic line across some part of 


this continent, and that when we get such a line 
completed, all communications and intercourse, 
commercial or of other descriptions, will be di- 
rectly from the eastern sections of the continent 
of Asia, and the islands of the East across this 
continent to Europe. We do not know very mu h 
about these matters, yet I think it is reason: le 
to calculate that the benefits of this line will be 
much larger than gentlemen anticipate who have 


L019 


not looked into the subject. | would savy to the 


itor from ' for 


bia, why not adopt once a 
proposition sO ressonabie as that presented by 
t 
t 


he gentleman to whom I have alluded, from Phil- 


adelphia, who proposes to estab lish the line, build 
six screw steamships of large burdens, upon the 
advance of one half the estimated postages which 
may be derived from the e, the estimate to be 
made by an officer of the Government—the Post- 
master Genera He offers to take the compensa 
tion of the postages alone, and not ask the ad- 
vance of one dollar of money | think thatitis a 
fair propositio . 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. In order to test 
this question, { offer the proposition alluded t y 
my coveague as an amendment to the re iment 

Mr. GWIN. I was about to wit raw my 
amendment. 

Mr. JONES. Then, of course, | s i not pro 
pose mine. 

Mr. GWIN. It is my duty, as a member of 
the Committee on Fu ance, to press forward the 
business on the appropriation bills l know that 
that responsibility 1 u nme, and l w nat 
the chairman of that ‘ mittee almost 
tient with revard to the d } ion on questi a of 
this description. I know the impor ce ‘ 
measure which | have pre ed, but | am deter- 
mined not to press it anv further if the amend 
ment of the Senator from Tennessee is ced, 
I know there wi ea long discuss i . 
becau e that is, 1 l ipie, é Line ee 
with such opposition in the S 
the Collu line I mos * ! ( 
providing that Congress shall contract « 
dividual oy name I Know there w e¢ 
tion to it, but not trom me, vecause I j 
to take any kind of line that I ca 

M bot ts T e nai not o ria é 


Mr. GWIN. I ask leave to withdraw the 
1endment. 

Leave was granted; and the amendm« Ww 
vithdrawn. 


Mr. GWIN. I now offer the followin 


which I hope there will be no objectior 

ind he it further enacted, That the Postmaster General 
be, and he is hereby, required to w te rOpDOSA ' arry 
the United States mail trom in Francisco, i California, 
to Shanghai, in ¢ ina, mont \ m t i i 
ships, and transmit all such proposals as be may receive to 
Congress at its next session. 


The amendment was agreed to 
The amendments were then ordered to be en- 
grossed, and the bills to be read a third time 
The bill was read a third time, and passed. 
MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE 
A message was received from the House of | 
resentatives, by Mr. Haves, its Chief Clerk, ar 


nouncing that it had agreed to ne amendments of 
the Senate to the bill making appropriations for the 
support of the Army for the year ending June 30, 
1854, disagreed to others, and agreed to othe 
with amendments. 

Also, that it had agreed to the re rt o: the 
Committee on Conference ont disavrreeines votes 
of the two Houses on the bill for the relief of 
John C. Frémont 

Also, that il had resoived ‘A th the co nrrence 
of the Senate) that the 16th joint rule be suspend- 
ed so far as relates to the bill making appropri 
tions for licht-houses, light-boats, buoys, &c., ai 
providing for the erection and establishment of 


the same, and for other purposes. 


LIGHT-HOUSE BILL. 


The Senate pr yceeded to cor ler tne | } 
of the House of Representatives for the susper 
sion of the 16th joint 1 ile, as far relate to 
the bill making ap; priations for ligt hOUSEeS, 
licht-boats, buovs, &c., and providing for the 
erection and e shment of the same, and for 
other purposes; a { on motion 

Ordered, That they concur therein. 

he bill was subsequently received from the 


House, read twi 
on Commerce. 
ARMY APPROPRIATION BILL. 

On motion by Mr. HUNTER, the Senate in- 


sisted on their amendments to the bill making \- 

propriations for the support of the Army for the 
‘ ws : ae 

year ending June 30, 1854, whic! 1 been d 


agreed to or amended by the House; and asked 


ET ym 4 a ag 


e, and referred to the Committee 


s 











































































































RTD LETT, TN 


SS Sawer ear 


ee = 


1020, 


} 
fora conference on the disagreeing votes of the 


two Houses. 

The PRESIDEN r pro tempore was authorized 
to appoint the conferees on the part of the Senate; 
and Me Bricut, Surecpos,and Dawson were 


appointed 


TERRITORY OF WASHINGTON. 


Mr. DOUGLAS. I now ask the Senate to 
ake up the bill to establish the territorial gov- 
ernmentof Washington. I am sure it will take 


no time, and I am certain there will be no opposi- 
tion to it. 

The motion was agreed to, and the Senate pro- 
ceeded to consider the bill as in Committee of the 
W hole. 

Mr. DOUGLAS. I will state to the Senate that 
the Committee on Territories re ommended the 
change of the name; but upon further examina- 
tion they direct me to withdraw that amendment, 
and I ask now for the passage of the bill as it came 
from the House of Representatives. Ll apprehend 
Every one knows 
It is to form the northern part of Ore- 
gon into a separate rerritory, to be called the Ter- 
ritory of Washington. 

Mr. PETTIT. It 
territorial bills. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without 
amendment, ordered to be read a third time, read 
a third time, and passed. 


MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE. 

A messaze was received from the House of 
Representatives, by Mr. Hayes, its Chief Clerk, 
announcing that the Speaker of the House had 
signed an enrolled bill, authorizing the oath of 
ottice to be administered to William R. King, the 
Vice President elect of the United States. 

Also, that it had agreed to the report of the Com- 
mittee of Conference on the disagreeing votes of 
o Houses on the bill to extend preémption 
rights to unsurveyed lands, and for other pur- 
poses. 


it ia not necessary to re id it. 


} » he 
what it is. 


is one of the old-fashioned 


the tu 


VICE PRESIDENT ELECT. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore signed the en- 
rolled bill to authorize the oath of office to be ad- 
ministered to William R. King, Vice President 
elect of the United States. ; 


EXTENSION OF PRE-EMPTION RIGHTS, 

Mr. DOWNS, from the Committee of Confer- 
ence on the disagreeing votes of the two Houses 
on the bill to extend preémption rights to certain 
unsurveyed lands, and for other purposes, re- 
ported in favor of amending the title of the bill, 
so as to read ** An act to extend preémption rights 
to certain lands therein mentioned,’’ and that the 
Senate ucree to the amendment of the House, with 
the following addition: 

And provided further, That any settler who has settled, 
or may hereafter settle on lands heretofore reserved, on ac 
count of claims under French, Spanish, or other grants, 
which have been or shall be hereafter declared by the Su- 
preme Court of the United States to be invalid, shall be en- 
titled to all the rights of preéinption granted by this act, and 
the act of September 4, 1841, entitled ** An act to appropri- 
ate the proceeds of the public lands, and to grant preémp- 
tion rights,’ after the land shall have been released from 
reservation in the same manner as if no reservation had 
existed. 


The report was concurred in. 


THE TERRITORY OF NEBRASKA. 


Mr. DOUGLAS. There is another territorial 
bill about which I know that there will bea little 
controversy, but I think we had better dispose of it 
now. I move that the Senate proceed to the con- 
sideration of the bill from the House to establish 

,e territorial government of Nebraska. 

Mr. HUNTER. I hope that bill will not be 
taken up. It is acontroverted matter. I trust we 
shall proceed with the consideration of the appro- 
priation bills. 

Mr. BORLAND. I hope the bill will not be 
taken up. Iwill go as far as any Senator to com- 
ply with the wishes of the Senator from Illinois, 
but T hope that bill will not now be taken up. 

Mr. RUSK. That bill will lead to a lengthy 
debate. i 

Mr. DOUGLAS. Not at all. There is only 
one isolated point which will lead to debate. 

Mr. RUSK. There are many debatable ques- 
tions involved in it. 

Mr. WELLER. Even if it does lead to a pro- 
tracted debate, [ apprehend that the people living 
in the limits of that Territory are entitled to the 
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protection of the Government, and certainly we | 


here should be anxious to extend that protection 
to them. If through any means they are pre- 
vented from enjoying that right, through a Jength- 
ened deb ponsibility must rest upon those 
who protract the debate. Let the Senator from 


ite the 
tte, the re: 


mn > 
'exas take it if he chooses. 


Mr. RUSK. Well,sir, | will take the respon- 
sibility. In the first place, there are no people 
there, and if they are there it isin violation of 


Mr. DOUGLAS. Perhaps this discussion will 
be more appropriate when the bill shall be taken 
up. 

Mr. RUSK. [| hope it will not be taken up. 

Mr. GWIN. I wish to say that we have still 
behind the Indian, the Navy, and the mail-steamer 
appropriation bills, and if this motion be voted 
down, | shall move to take up the Navy appro- 
priation bill. 

Mr. BELL. I wish to add my testimony to 
that of the Senator from Texas, that, in my opin- 
ion, the Nebraska bill cannot be passed in one 


day. 

Mr. DOUGLAS. If it is to be the rule that 
persons can defeat the taking up of bills by saying 
that they are going to discuss them, I am ready, 


and I shall understand hereafter that mode of 
bluffing off business. 

Mr. HOUSTON. Discussion or acquiescence 
on the part of those who are opposed to the meas- 
ure is the alternative. [ am determined, as one 


member of the Senate, that whenever that bill 
comes up [ will discuss it; and I will, if I can, 


upon correct principles, prevent its passage if 
every bill in this body should be lost. Vhen the 
question is looked into | am sure the Senate will 
not take up the bill, and if they do, | have no ex- 
pectation that it will There are no argu- 
ments in favor of it; there are many against it. 
The plighted faith of this Government is against 
it. 

Mr. HUNTER. The Senator will permit me 
to suggest a word or two of peace, for I think I 
can suggest considerations which ought to induce 
the Senate to take up the appropriation bills and 
dispose of them all to-day. 

Mr. HOUSTON. I want to have the appro- 

yriation bills taken up. 

Mr. HUNTER. Wecan dispose of the appro- 
priation bills to-day, and while the debate shall be 
Pe ying on to-morrow on these controverted ques- 
tions, we can be managing the conferences. It 
would facilitate business very much if that course 
should be adopted, and [ throw it out for the con- 
sideration of the chairman of the Committee on 
Territories. 

Mr. DOUGLAS. I wish to notify the Senate 
that several committees of conference are already 
appointed, and it is very important that we should 
act on some of these territortal bills, in order that 
the committees of conference can go on and per- 
form the duties already assigned to them. I think 
if weareto consider the territorial bills at all, now 
is the time. Iam satisfied that the Nebraska bill 
will not take half an hour, if it is known that 
speeches are not ¢ ying to kill it. 

Mr. HUNTER. I have no speeches to make 
on the question. 
gentleman’s bill. 
with the appropriation bills to-day, so that the 
Senate may have a clear day to-morrow for any 
debatable matter they may choose to take up. 
When the appropriation bills shall have all been 
acted on and been made safe, we can go on in the 


pass. 


committees of conference, and act with more de- || 


liberation and system. 

Mr. RUSK. I| have consumed as little time inthe 
Senate by speechesas anybody. But, sir, [know 
that the Nebraska bill will give riseto debate. It 


violates your treaty stipulations, it violates the | 


sanction of settlements for the Indian tribes under 
the law. More than that—— 


Mr. DOUGLAS. 


question of taking it up? The argument of the 
Senator from Texas, | am ready to meet, and | 


wish to know if | am to have an opportunity to | 


do so? 

Mr. RUSK. 
I mean to be heard on those points; but I am not 
to be driven off by the taunt of speeches. Sir, I 


have suffered enough, and the people of Texas || 
_have suffered enough, by throwing the Indians || Committee on Naval Affairs to move two amend- 


BE. 





I am not trying to fight off the | 
What I want is, to get through | 


I rise to a point of order. || 
Is it in order to discuss the merits of a bill on the 


I say that if this bill is taken up, | 





March 2, 


Se , 
a 


upon them, without their being driven on us as jt 
seems to me they would be by this measure 
Here is a proposition to take up this bill, which 
is a very important measure, in the middle of the 
appropriation bills when there are three or four 
yet behind. The Indian appropriation bill, which 
is an important one, and deserves mature consid. 
eration, is yet behind. So is the naval appropri- 
ation bill. If this bill be taken up, the discussion 
will necessarily ‘drive those bills off so that they 
cannot be discussed and perfected. 

Mr. GWIN. I have this to say; that weare now 
ready to go on with the naval appropriation bill. 
All the amendments of the Committee on Naya! 
Affairs are ready to be offered. I hope the naval! 
appropriation bill will be taken up so that we can 
dispose of it to-day. If the honorable Senator 
from Illinois will do that, I will give hima chance 
of taking up his bill afterwards. 

Mr. DOUGLAS. For two years the Senate 
has refused to hear a territorial bill. The Senate 
refused to pass any of these bills last year. For 
two weeks past, I have sat here hour after hour 
endeavoring at every suitable opportunity to ob- 
tain the floor. I ask now that the Nebraska bil] 
be taken up, and | mean to insist on the motion 

Mr. HOUSTON. I presume there is not one 
foot of land in the proposed Territory that does not 
belong to some band of Indians. The bill proposes, 
I grant you, to include those Indians within the 
limits of the boundaries of the Territory, but to 








except them from the operation of itslaws. That 
is all the explanation that can be given to it. The 


Government has solemnly pledged its faith to these 
Indians, that it will never include them within the 
limits of any State or Territory. The bill is in 
violation of treaty stipulations, and I hope it will 
not be taken up. 

Mr. WELLER. | ask for the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered; and being 
taken, resulted—yeas 20, nays 25; as follows: 
YEAS—Messrs. Atchison, Bright, Brodhead, Cass, Chase, 
Clarke, Cooper, Dodge of Wisconsin, Dodge of Lowa, 
Douglas, Geyer, Hamlin, James, Jones of Iowa, Norris, 
Pettit, Shields, Sumner, Wade, and Weller—20. 

NAYS—Messrs. Badger, Bayard, Bell, Borland, Brad 
bury, Brooke, Butler, Charlton, Davis, De Saussure, Fish, 
Fitzpatrick, Foot, Gwin, Houston, Hunter, Mallory, Mason, 
Morton, Pratt, Rusk, Sebastian, Smith, Soulé, and Spru- 
ance—25. 


So the motion was not agreed to. 


CAYUSE WAR. 

Mr. DOUGLAS. There is a little territorial 
bill on the calendar, to which I know there will be 
no objection, because it was written in the Treas- 
ury Department, and comes from Mr. Whittlesey. 
It is to apply an old appropriation heretofore made 
for defraying the expenses of the Cayuse war. | 
move to take up the bill from the House of Rep- 
resentatives to amend an act entitled ‘* An act to 
‘amend an act to settle and adjust the expenses 
‘ of the people of Oregon in defending themselves 
‘from the attacks and hostilities of the Cayuse 
‘Indians in the years 1847 and 1848,” approved 
August 31, 1851. 

Mr. RUSK. 
and passed. 

The motion was agreed to; and the Senate, as in 
Committee of the Whole, proceeded to consider 
the bill. 

Mr. GWIN. I move to dispense with the read- 
ing of the bill. It is merely to enable certain pay- 
ments to be made We all understand it. 

The motion was agreed to; the bill was reported 
to the Senate without amendment; ordered to a 
third reading, read a third time, and passed. 


MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE. 

A message was received from the House of 
Representatives, by Mr. Hays, Chief Clerk, an- 
nouncing that it had passed Senate bill No. 7 
without amendment. 


NAVAL APPROPRIATION BILL. 

On motion by Mr. HUNTER, the Senate, as 
in Committee of the Whole, proceeded to consider 
the bill from the House of Representatives making 
appropriations for the naval service for the year 
ending June 30, 1854; which was reported from 
the Committee on Finance without amendment. 

No amendment being offered, the bill was re- 
ported to the Senate without amendment. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The bill is still 
open to amendment. 

Mr. CHARLTON. 


I hope that bill will be taken up 


{ am instructed by the 





1853. 


ments, both of the same character, for the removal 
of obstructions, put by the Government, in too 
I am sure there will be no diffic ulty on 
he part of the Senate in agreeing to the amend- 
ments. The first one is to insert: 

For removal of obstructions at Cape Fear, entrance at or 

w Wilmington, North Carolina, caused by works 
placed by the Government for the protection of the site of 
Fort ¢ iswell, so as to afford access to the harbor within 
the bar, $50,000. 

Mr. BORLAND. It seems to me that such 
works as that usually go into the river and harbor 

ill. I was not aware that they were appropriate 
to the naval appropriation bill. There were ob- 
structions put by the Governmentin several rivers, 
‘f | mistake not, several yearsago. One was the 
Ohio river; and it wasa subject of great discus- 
gion upon the river and harbor bill. I simply 
wished to call attention to that fact. 

Mr. WELLER. I think if the thing is right 
and just in itself it is inorder anywhere; and | do 
not know where it could be more properly intro- 
duced than upon this naval appropriation bill. 
The obstruction has been placed there by the 
Government, and the appropriation is desired to 
remove it. I think it is germane to the subject 
under consideration. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. CHARLTON. I am also instructed by 
the Committee on Naval Affairs to offer the fol- 
lowing amendment, which is of the same char- 
acter: 

To provide for the removal of obstructions of the river 
Savannah, in the State of Georgia, and for the improve 
ment of the same, $50,000. 

Mr. MILLER. I would appeal to the Senator 
from Georgia that this is not a matter at all ger- 
mane to this bill. We had that question up, [ 
believe, upon another bill. 

Mr. CHARLTON. Notatall. 
germane, the Senator from New Jersey will per- 
mit me to say. It is appropriate to the bill, and 
we always insisted that it should go upon this bill. 
The proposition has passed the Senate several 
times as a separate bill. There hes never been 
any objection to it, I believe. Weask for no im- 
provement of our harbor. We merely ask the 
Government to take up what it has put down. 
We have obtained a small appropriation, which 
has only furnished materials to begin with, and 


ear 
rivers. 


It is perfectly | 


without some subsequent appropriation, the ma- | 


terials will all be lost. Now, I submit to my 
friend from New Jersey whether he ought to offer 
any objection to it? 

Mr. MILLER. I had no objection to the ap- 
propriation; but I thought this bill was not an 
appropriate place for it. 

Mr. DODGE, of Iowa. Is this amendment 
for the improvement of the Savannah river? 

Mr. CHARLTON. No, sir; 
obstructions put there by the Government. 

Mr. DODGE, of lowa. That is very alarm- 
ing! I have heard a great deal about it. 
pears to mea very important matter. Sir, there 
are some in other parts of this country where 
the 
serious enes; and if a bill of this character is 
passed, I want it to be general, and not local inits 
character. 

Mr. WELLER. It is necessarily local, be- 
cause the Government has interposed these diffi- 
culties in particular localities. If the gentleman 


It ap- | 


but to remove | 


yovernment has interposed obstacles, and very | 


will present a similar case in Iowa, I will vote for | 


it cheerfully. If the Government has obstructed 
the navigation of any of the rivers there, 1 will 
vote to remove those obstructions. 

Mr. CHARLTON. I havea question to ask 
my friend from lowa, which I think will end the 
matter, for I do not want to discuss it. 
knocked a man down without any kind of cause, 
would he not think it a part of his duty to pick him 
up again? In this case you put down these works, 
and they arean obstruction to navigation, and we 
seek to have them removed. 

Mr. DODGE, of [owa. I answer that it would 
be a generous course. 
others up? 

Mr. CHARLTON. If I knocked a man down, 
I should certainly help him up. 

Mr. DODGE, of Iowa. Will the Senator vote 


for any such appropriations for the Mississippi 
river? 


Mr. CHARLTON. If the Government put 
obstructions there, I would vote to remove them. 
The amendment was agreed to. 


If he | 


Will my friend help some | 


_ GWIN. 


I am instructed by t 


y e Committee 
on Naval Affairs to offer sever amendments, 
which I send to the Chair. 

a . 

The first amedment was to i 

For pipes for conveying gas to, a fixtures for lighting 
with it, the National Observatory, 22 ) : 

Mr. GWIN. That is accord to the nat 
of the Department. 

ry t 

The amendment was avreed to. 

The next amendment was to insert in the a 
priations for miscellaneous items, the follow 

For contingent « Xpenses not enu i s 

ry 

The amendment was agreed t 

' : 

The next amendment was to insert 

For purchase of land, extending walls, making new roads 
and wharf, building and turnishing hospital, and Anging 
the fronts of houses at the Naval Acad \ 1 8 
Maryland, $38,000, 

The amendment was agreed to. 

The next amendment wasafter the word ** quai 

as i 

ters,’’ in the appropriation for the navy-yard 
Portsmouth, New Hampshire, to insertthe word 
‘‘ foundations of ways fer launching and hauling 
up,’’ and after the word ‘ cisterns,’’ to insert 


‘* removing ledge and,’’ and after the words ** 

ber-shed, the words ‘Sdry dock and railw 
chapel,’’ and to strike out ** $53,107,”’ 
*¢ $80,893,”’ 


ay, 
and sert 
so as to make the clause read: 


** For cooper’s shop and watchman’s quarters, founda- 
tions of ways for launching and hauling up, dredging in front, 
and pointing and puddling stone basin, boiler-room, | 
engine, and machinery, reservoir for engine-house, pipes, 
gutters, drains, and cisterns, removing ledge and grading 
yard near timber-shed, dry-dock and railway, chapel, and 
for repairs of all kinds, including care of floating-dock, 
$80,893. 

Mr. GWIN. That is according to the estimate 
of the Department. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

The next amendment was to insert in the a} 
propriation for the navy-yard at Boston, after the 
word ‘‘for,’? the words ‘* machine-shop and 


foundery,’’and afterthe word ** engines,”’ to insert 
| the word ‘* chapel, 
to insert the words 


d ** battery, 
‘* shear-wharf,’’ and to in- 


after the wor 


crease the appropriation from *¢ 281 460,’ to 
* $119,800.” 

Mr. BRODHEAD. I understand that thess 
amendments are based upon estimates. How 


many kinds of estimates do these 

send to Congress? This bill, as it « 

House, was made un, as a matter of 
the estimates which were there passed 
the immediate representatives of the 
vote the peop le’s money. How a 
there is one set of estimate 
another for the Senate, or is 
the estimates ? 

Mr: GWIN. The 
Houses are the same. 
mates. 

The amendment was agreed to. 


Departments 
e trom the 


course, upon 


; 
upon by 
neople who 
es it come that 
3 for the House and 


this a restoration of 


estimates sent to both 
This is to restore the esti- 


The next amendment to strike out the fol 
lowing: 

** For completing engine-houses at New York, $30,00 
for repairs of all kinds, ,000;”” 


was 
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And insert in lieu thereof the following: 


For completing commander’s house, smithery, timber 
shed, lime-pit, and coal-house, continuing quay wall, mus 
ter office, wharf, dredging-channel, engine house, culvert, 
and removing piles in front of docks, filling in ur pber | 


and like places, paving gutters, and flagging, and for 
pairs of all kinds, $249,320, 

Mr. BRODHEAD. I think we 
bill very much. Ido not see the rman of the 
Committee on Finance in hi pl ace; | 
is contrary to the decision of that 
we should have so many amendments pla 
this bill. My friend from California ought to 
some reason for this immense increase. 

Mr. GWIN. The Co 
owing to the great press of bus 
ported this bill back w 
to the Committee on Naval 


os eres 
yut | think 1 
ttee, that 
ed on 


rive 


Finance, 


ness on them, re- 
thout readu 


A ffair 


gr it, 
s to pro 


|| amendments. The Committee on Finance have, 
uniformly, so far as my recollection goes, in every 

|| instance in every appropriation bill before them, 
restored the estimates just as we are doing now. 

That has been the action of the Committee on 

|| Naval Affairs in this case. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

|| The next amendment was in the appropriation 


| for the navy- yard at Philadelphia, to insert, after 
|| the word *‘ for,’’ the words: 


* Commander's quarters, conveying Water into navy-vard 


and reservoir.”’ 


The amendment was agreed to. 





The next amendment was in the appropriation 
r the navy-yard at Washington, to insert among 
the items appropriated for gas fixtures and gas for 
rhting yard, and to increase the a ropriation 
yr that navy-yard, from $162,512 to $200,512 
The amendment was agreed to 

The nextamendment was to increase the appro- 
rl n for the Norfolk navy-yard from glia, 600 

$160,600, and to include among the objects of 

ropriation ‘*carpenter’s workshop and cart- 

ed, ling for er and other offices.’’ 

r imendment was agreed to 

The next amendment was to increase he ap- 
propri ation for the av y-yard at Pensa rom 
$275 800 to 8261505 

The amendment was agreed to 

The next ame dment was to rease the ar 
propriation fo Oat navy-yard Memphis, from 
$43,976 to $12 »468, and tol ide I rthe ob- 
jects of appropriation ** excavation, en kment, 
and rradit 7 and als - pavements, dra ne, at d 
ditches.”’ 

The amendment was agreed to. 

The nex amendment was to merease the ap- 
propriation for the nav y-yard at San Francise« ; 
California, from $100,000 to 174,851, and t 


' 
among the objects appropriated fi r, 
V> hine-shop, boiler-shop, engine- 

house, and pattern-shop, and for a steam-e1 
und machinery, including 


Mr. CLARKE. I! 


include 


** founder mac 


rine 
” 


transportation. 





should like to know the 
meaning of that. I should like to hear the clause 
read as it will stand when amended. 

The clause, as it would stand if so amended, 
was accordingly read, as follows: 

‘ Fora foundery, machine-shop, carpenter's shop, boiler 
shop, eng house and pattern. shop, storehouse vhart 
ind for a steam engine and machinery, ij iding transport 
ition, &974.851 Provided, That bef um 
ehesnied. the Attorney General of the United Strat 
decide that the United States have ,¢ d title to t 
upon which the | I gs are to be erected.” 

Mr. GW IN. That is precisely the estimat 
of the Department. It cameto the other Hous 
with that estimate, but the amount was there: 
duced. The reduction was made upon i 
formation that was before the House: Commo 
dore Si t, who had been appo ted to select the 
site for a navy-yard, was in the lobby at e time 
and made a statement in connection with a letter 
which had been addressed to him by Commodore 
Smith, which I have on my table, in which Com 
modore Smith s: id, that if it was not intended 


navy-yard into immediate oy 


to put tne 
I 
$50 000 would 


erauion 


' 
be necessary for the purpose of 


putting up temporary buil ldings, in order to have 
them ready for the workmen whenever the navy 
yard should be commenced. Commodore 8 
stated when that was read, that he thought it er 


tirely too small, and there ought to be $100 UU 


for the purpose. A member of the other House, 
misunderstanding what he had said, immediately 
went and stated that Commodore Sloat, who 
selected the site, had said that $100,000 wa 


enougn. | have the statement ot Commodore 
Sloat before me, showing that this was an entire 
mistake, and that his remark referred to an appr¢ 
priation for a different purpose. . 
The other day we provided for fortifications « 
the entrance to the harbor of San Francis¢ and 
this estimate bas peen sent in by the N vy De 
urtment for the purpose of buildinga navy 
and that too, quickly, in order that we shall have 
the use of it, ifany emergency should require i 
for the benefit of the public si e. I} 
isa large appropri tion, bu t intended to 
ceed instantly with building the navy-yard at the 
point whi h ha peen cnosen One of the bes 
selections on the Pacific coast has been made j 
estimate of the Department | been carefully 
drawn up, going into all the details, and we pr 


pose to restore the item to the estimate as it cz 
from the Department. 
Mr. BRODHEAD. Let us come t un 
anding about this matter. At the last ges 
yn we authorized the erection of a navy-yal 
and depot in California; and how 
then appropriate ? 
Mr. GWIN. A hundred 
the purpose of selecting a site 
Mr. BRODHEAD. Has the site been selected, 


and is the title for the property obtained ? 


some 


derst 
much did we 


thousand dollars for 
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Mr. GWIN. 
‘until this appropriation be made. 

Mr. BRODHEAD. I find in the items that 
come from the House a proviso: 

“ That before this sum shall be expended, the Attorney 
General shall decide that the United States have good title 
to the land upon which the buildings are to be erected.’ 


Yes, sir; but it cannot be used 


1 wish to come to some understanding about 
this matter. It may be all right, but when we 
find the House of Representatives inserting $100,000 
of an appropriation for a particular purpose, and 
itis propo ed that we shall Increase it to near a 
million of dollars, we ought to look into it some- 
what; and thatis what I propose to do. 

Mr. <GWIN. I willstate, for the information of 
the Senator from Pennsylvania, that the Commit- 
tee on Ways and Means of the House reported the 
item $974,851, but through misinformation com- 
municated to the House it was stricken down, and 

s who were quoted as authority for 
striking it down have since contradicted it. This 
estimate was carefully prepared at the Department. 

It went before the Committee on Ways and Means 
of the other House, who reported it precisely as it 
came from the De partment. In regard to the title 
to the property, [ will s iy that it has been care- 
fully and thoroughly examined, but it is especially 
provided in the bill that nota dollar shall be ex- 
pended until the opinion of the Attorney General 
shall be given in favor of the validity of the title. 

Mr. BRODHEAD. We appropriated $100,000 
last yeartoselect asiteforanavy-yard in California, 
and the House in this bill proposes another appro- 
priation of $100,000 to progress with the work. 
How much is this navy-yard and depot and the 
enlargement which takes place every year to cost? 
We ought to come to some understanding on the 
subject. We ought to have some estimates. Can 
we expend $900,000 in one year judiciously? It 
seems to me, that even though this or a much 
larger sum should be necessary to complete the 
navy-yard and depotat San Francisco, we are ap- 
propriating too much at this time. Can $900,000 
be properly expended in one year there? I sup- 
rose $500,000 would be sufficient in one year; but 

presume we must yield to the committee. 

‘Mr. SHIELDS. “This is a very large amount 
to be expended on a locality where the title is at 
all doubiful. 

Mr. GWIN. There is no doubt about it. 

Mr. SHIELDS. I find here that in order to 
provide for that kind of contingency it is provided 
that the Attorney General shall give a favorable 
opinion. Nine hundred and seventy-four thou- 
sand dollars is a very large sum to spend in any 
locality, even if the opinion of the Attorney Gen- 
eral shall be in favor of the title. 

Mr. GWIN. The provision is exactly in ac- 
cordance with the act of 1841, by which the opin- 
ion of the Attorney General is rendered necessary 
. The provision is 
inserted here as a precaution which 1s usual in 
such enses, 

Mr. SHIELDS. WhatI want to know of the 
honorable Senator is, whether there is any doubt 
about the title of this ground? 

Mr. GWIN. So faras I know, there is not. 
There was one claim to it, but the United States, 
as | understand, have made an arrangement to 
purchase that as a quit-claim, in order to have no 
difficulty at all. The Attorney General has given 
his opinion that the bill is clear and perfect; but I 
want that clause to remain there, so that the opin- 
ion of the Attorney General shall be given offi- 
cially before a single dollar can be expended. The 
Attorney General has already given an opinion in 
favor of the validity of the ttle. 

Mr. SHIELDS. The opinion of the Attorney 
General is worthy of some respect, but not more 
than that of any other lawyer. 

Mr. GWIN. He has had all the papers and 
all the information before him, and given his opin- 
ion as to the validity of the title. Still I want the 
provision to remain there, even if he has given his 
opinion. It is in the words of a former law. 

Mr. SHIELDS. For my part, I shall not vote 
for this appropriation until I am perfectly assured 
that this land is the property of the United States, 
and forthis simple reason: Without meaning any 
insinuation as to this particular case, I can see a 
way in which this would be a most extraordinar 
speculation. The Government by laying out wile 
an amount of money upon any property would 
greatly enhanee its value. We know how these 


tne very pariie 


—<« 


to the purchase of such sites. 
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things are in California. Some buildings have 
already been erected there by the Government 
which now belong to private individuals; and a 
considerable portion of the money which we have 
appropriated is now being expended, as | under- 
stand, not on public property, but on private prop- 
erty. Besides, the condition of the titles in that 
country is such that | for one will never vote 
$900,000 upon any locality there, unless it is per- 
fectly certain, before the expenditure commences, 
that it belongs to the United States. 

Mr. GWIN. I am very much astonished at 
the remarks of the Senator from Illinois. It is 
known that he reported to the Senate a few days 
ago from the Committee on Military Affairs, a 
proposition to appropriate $500,000 for the de- 
fense of the harbor of San Francisco. He did 
not say one word about the title then, and I can 
say to that Senator that the title of the United 
States to Mare Island is better than her title tothe 


property where this fortification will be built. | 


The proposed appropriation of $974,850 will be 
fully protected by former laws. ‘This restriction 
was not placed there because there was any doubt 
as to the title. But [ can say to him that the law 
of 1841 makes it the imperative duty of the Sec- 
retary of the Navy, before he expends money 
that may be appropriated for such purposes, to 
have the opinion of the Attorney General that the 
title of the United States to the property is per- 


fect. Now, sir, | undertake to say, that if there 
ever was a good title, the United States have a 


perfect title to Mare Island—the location of this 
navy-yard. And in orderthat there should beno 
delay, l understand thatthe Secretary of the Navy 
has agreed to purchase the only claim to it, and 
that he has done this on the authority of the At- 
torney Generai, who, after a full examination, 
has expressed the opinion that the United States 
have a perfect title and unlimited control of the 
site for the proposed navy-yard. ‘That is the in- 
formation which I have. 

Mr. MORTON. I regret exceedingly that op- 
position has sprung up to this amendment pro- 
posed by the Committee on Naval Affairs. I 
understand that this, torether with all the other 
amendments proposed by the committee, is based 
upon estimates from the Department. It appears 
to be the fixed policy of this Government—and it 
is a very just policy—to have a navy-yard upon 
the Pacific. If we are to have one there, it seems 
to me that $900,000 could be very well expended 
in one year in building itup. The Senator from 
Pennsylvania asks, could $900,000 be expended 
in one year? Yes, sir, $1,000,000 could be well 
expended in the establishment of a navy-yard 
there. You have made appropriation for a float- 
ing dock in the bay of San Francisco. Thisisa 
concomitant of that, and a part and portion of the 
naval defenses of thecountry. If the Department 
could not expend $900,000, the estimate would not 
have been made. It is necessary that we should 
lave a navy-yard upon the Pacific as soon as 
possible, and to build that up a navy-yard should 


| be built, and to build it up promptly it is neces- 


sary that we should make liberal appropriations. 
Nine hundred thousand dollars is a very moderate 
estimate for the commencement of an important 
navy-yard upon our Pacific coast. We have no 
navy-yard upon that coast. We have madeliberal 
appropriations for a dock there, and we certainly 
should have a navy-yard also, which is necessary 
to a naval establishment upon that coast. 

I think that the objection of the gentleman from 
Illinois is not tenable. Before one dollar of the 
money is to be expended on a navy-yard, the 
opinion of the Attorney General is to be had that 
the title of the United States to the property is 
unquestionable. There is no difficulty upon that 
score. 
tee will be agreed to. 

Mr.PRATT. At the last session of Congress 
$100,000 were appropriated, as my friend from 
California has stated, for the purpose of selecting 
a site of a navy-yard in California. We have 
paid $100,000 for the mere selection of asite. I 
understand that when objects are specified ina bill 
to which the money appropriated is to be applied, 
the money cannot be applied to any other objects 
than those specified. Now, let me ask the atten- 
tion of the Senate to the objects which are here 
specified; and to which alone the $900,000 can be 
appropriated. We find ‘‘ for blacksmith’s shop, 
carpenter’s shop, storehouse, and wharf,’’ the 


| hope that the amendment of the commit- || 
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sum of $100,000. Now, as I understand the 
amendment of the Senator from California, 
strike out $100,000, and insert $974,851. 
Mr. GWIN. That is not all of it. 
Mr.PRATT. Then I should like to hear it 
read as it will stand when amended. 
It was accordingly read, as follows: 
** For foundery, machine-shop, boiler-shop, engine house 
and pattern-shop, and for steam-engine, and machinery. 


including transportation, blacksmith-shop, carpenter-shop 
store-house, and wharf, $974,851. F 


Mr. PRATT. All the addition is a foundery 
machine-shop, and steam-engine, and the trans. 
portation of the articles necessary to build the 
foundery and fix up the steam-engine. The appro- 
priation it seems to me is very large, and one that 
is certainly commensurate with its origin. We 
begin with the appropriation of $100,000 for the 
selection of a site, and we now appropriate $974. 
851 to commence—not to complete this blacksmith- 
shop, foundery, steam-engine, and other things 
connected with them. I should be very glad jf 
the honorable Senator from California would read 
the estimate from the Department, and state the 
particular amount of each item. 

Mr. GWIN. I will do it, sir. 
of the Department is as follows: 


it is to 


The estimate 


Fora foundery.......... bn cate ricewe ais oe ameeine nee 
For a machine-shop..... ised ceevscceveens ” 60,000 
Pore WeeKemith-GhOP. ... sde cic cc ccccccccaes 37 000 
Por a Boker sos ice eecctcaesees Se awbeeehs 32,000 
For engine- house and pattern shop........... 24,000 
For carpenter’s-shop...... pidbbe ur eane ce tuna 30,000 
For etore-house.....secccese Ce sive Sibewe ees 40,000 
og Eee ree ee Pia Caldas asieee 50,000 
For steam-engine and machinery, including 

CFANSPOTIBGIOR cones cccccvcsces coseececeee «. 109,851 
Making an aggregate Of..........e.eseeee eee S419 85] 
The above estimate being based upon Washing- 

ton prices, I have added for the difference in 

prices of materials and labor in California... 555,000 

Making the whole amount.......... e000 00974, 851 


Mr. PRATT. I wish the Senator would now 
read the letter of the Department to which he re- 
ferred. 

Mr. GWIN. That is the estimate. 

Mr. BRODHEAD. Is there any recommend- 
ation accompanying it? 

Mr.GWIN. There was no particular recom- 
mendation. This is in the same volume of esti- 
mates upon which all the appropriations are based, 
| and it was reported from the Committee on Ways 
and Means of theother House in the same form in 
which it came from the Department. 

Mr. SHIELDS. I understand the honorable 
Senator from California to say that what he has 
read is the estimate of the Department. I wish to 
know what is the comparative allowance which 

they make for the difference in California prices? 
| Mr.GWIN. A little more than two dollars 
for one; and that all know is a moderate estimate. 

Mr. PRATT. I understood the Senator from 
California to state that $100,000 appropriated last 
year was for the mere selection of a site. 

Mr. GWIN. It was intended for the com- 
mencement of the work also; and this is the ad- 
ditional sum asked for by the Department to con- 
tinue it. 

| Mr. PRATT. How was that appropriation of 
| $100,000 applied ? 

Mr. GWIN. Several naval officers were sent 
out for the purpose of selecting a site, and a por- 
tion of the appropriation was used for their ex- 
penses; and a large portion of the remainder was 
devoted to purchase the quit-claim. The land 
which has been selected, is, in my opinion, the 
best site that can be possibly found on that coast 
for a navy-yard. It covers five thousand acres, 
and is a whole island. 

Mr. SHIELDS. We made an amendment to 
the Army appropriation bill, which I am glad to 
_ hear has passed the House, appropriating $100,000 
for fortifications in the harbor of San Francisco. 
I certainly recommended that, but the honorable 
Senator will recollect that I did not select the par- 
ticular site on which it should be expended. That 
will be selected by the Department hereafter. No 
legislation can select a site. I proposed an appro- 
priation of $500,000, leaving it to the Department 
to select the locality at which it should be ex- 
pended. The gentleman goes upon the principle 
that one good turn deserves another, and because 
he got $500,000 for a fort, he wants nearly a mil- 
\ lion for a navy-yard. If this shall be agreed to, 
' California will have received nearly a million and 


+ ee 
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Per- 


half of dollars for a navy-yerd and fort. 
hans they ought to haveit. I will say nothing 
itthat. But I will return to myo riginal point. 


1 cay, in the first place, there should be no dou! t 
t the title to the locality when you are going 
to expend nearly a million of dollars. Secondly, 
the Ni ivy Dep artment eX} pend §974,000 wisely 
| judiciously in one year? Certainly the War 
Department, according to the information | have 
$500,000 the extent 
which they could make a useful and safe ex- 
nenditure within the year. 
* Mr. TOUCEY. Will the honorable Senator 
] state that we have the same se urity 
‘ase that we have in every other case. The 
that an investigation of the title should 
. made under the direction of the Attorney Gen- 
eral: and that before a site can be purchased or a 
jing erected upon it, his opinion shall be given, 
nnon a full investigation, that the title is rood. 
The proviso in this case serves to render that ac- 
necessary, in case the other branch of Con- 
cress should pass a bill which the Senate has 
already passed, transferring that duty to the So- 
licitor of the Treasury. ‘The object is, in case 
that bill should pass, to reserve that site and have 
the titie to it examined by the Attorney General. 


received from them, cons ider 


w me to 


this < 


vy requires 


tion nec 


There is, therefore, the same security in this case 
thut we have in every other case; for the opinion 
of the law officer of the Government is required, 
which ill that we have in any case. 


Mr. GWIN. 


In regard to the second question 


of the honorable Senator from Illinois, | would 
y that I have read the estimates of the Depart- 
ment. ‘They ask for this amount. As a matter 
of course it would not be asked for if it could not 
be ex per ded. 
Mr. SHIELDS. The honorable Senator from 
Connecticut is right in one sense, if his principle 
applicable to his case. IL am not opposed 
to the appropriation in this case. But | have re- 
ceived some information indirectly, which may 


not, however, ve relli 
claim to Mare Island. 
Mr. GWIN. It is altogether a mistake. 
Mr. SHIELDS. If 1 am wrong in that, 
the honorable Senator from Californ 
rignt. 


ble, that there is a private 


I wish 
1a to put me 
| have asked that question before, and I 


should like to have it answered. Is there not a 
claim by a private individual to the island which 
has been selected ? 

Mr. WELLER. I believe the island, which 


has been selected as the site for the navy-yard— 
Mare Island—is claimed by a private individual. 
The district attorney for California was instruct- 
ed to examine that title, and he employed another 
to do it, who has sent to the Department 

e Interior a bill to the amount of $5,000 for 
investigating the title. I believe that the report 
of that law officer is, that there isa good titlein the 
hands of individuals. But my colleague and myself 
recommended to the Department to pay $70,000 
in order to extinguish the title. If that outstand- 
ing title has been extinguishsd, the title which the 
Government would acquire of course would be a 
yerfect one. 

Mr. GWIN. That has been extinguished, and 
the Government has paid the money, as I under- 
stand, 

Mr. SHIELDS. That is the point which I 
wish to ascertain. 

Mr. WELLER. The Senator from Illinois 
has asked another question, whether the Govern- 
ment can properly and profitably expend $900,000 
upon this work in the next fise al year. Notwith- 
standing the estimate of the Department, I enter- 
tain very great doubts about that. I am anxious 
that this appropriation shall be placed i in such a 
form as to command the support of the House of 
Representatives; and I would never ask for a 
larger appropriation than what I believe could be 
profitably em} lloyed upon the service during the 
fiscal year; cod ‘I do not believe that $900,000 
could be profitably employ red. 

Mr. CL. ARKE. I should like to know from 
the honorable Senator from California if there is 
not now being built at this very island a pier for 
the purpose of securing the sectional dock which 
has been sent out to California? 

Mr. GWIN. No, sir. 

Mr. CLARKE. I have been so informed by 
an officer of the Navy. 

Mr.GWIN. Nota dollar ofthe public money 
has been expended there for that purpose 


person 
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Mr. CLARKE. l am not speaki ne of 
public money; but I ask ws ether 
not already commenced « 
pier to which is 
sectional dock ? 

Mr. GWiN. I never heard of it before. 

Mr. WELLER. I believe tha 
some piles driven there; 
dividuals, or with 


the 
idu ul 8 he ave 


¢ piles to build a 


Indiv 


to be atta ched vad secured the 


t there have been 
whether by private in- 
sort of understanding 
with the Government, | do not know. Thereare 
some five thous ind upon that island. 
I have been asked why it is necessary that the 
Government land there. | 
wil itis an island. It is 
cessary that there should be no confli 
tion. 
ment should own the whole of the island, that th 
Federal may never come in conflict wit! 
authorities. 

Mr. CLARKE. I do not ris 
position to this amendment. I merely wish to 
make some inquiries about it, to 
agree with the Senators, l can, as to what is 
necessary for a navy-yard in California and what 


some 
. ] “rea af | 
ind acres ot 


should own so much 
vive the reason, ne- 
; 


C- 


et of jurisc 


It is exceedingly desirable that the Gi yvern 
n the state 
e to make any « 


ascertain and 


is not. It will be recollected that at the lust s 

s10on of Congress there was some conversation 
about the appropriation for a basin and railway 
in California. At that time there had been no se 


TT ' 


lection made by the Government of the United 
States of a site for a navy-yard. A commission 
was sent out, at the head of which, I believe, was 
Commodore Sloat. They out during the 
last summer and selected this island called Ma 
Island, w hich, | bélideas is a very 
—probably the best that could have been made. 
It is within the bay of ind I } 

no doubt that with the fortifications which will bs 
erected at the Golden Gate, ¢ 


secure. 


went 


! 
rood selection 


San Francisco: 


‘alifornia will be very 
it will be remembered that last yea 


tional dock went to California. And I have 


asec 


been 
informed by an officer of the Government here 
that the lessees of this dock are, or have been, 


erecting a pier at Mare Island for the 
securing that dock, and for the use of vessels, ac- 
cording to an agreement made with 
If the United States have the title, I can 
conceive how individual lessees of the 
dock can be allowed to do this. By whom 
have been allowed I cannot know. It is very 
curious that they are allowed to erect a pier upon 
the shore of that very and in the waters 
attached thereto. I fear that the title has not been 
settled. I fear that this movement is premature, 
and I apprehend that the honorable gentleman 
from California is a little too hasty in asking for 
that appropriation before the title has been secured 
and before the United States have 

possession of the is 

It is said by the honorable Senator from Con- 
necticut [Mr. ‘Tou EY| that this provision is the 
same as that which has always 
Generally, when the United States purchase lands, 
itis when the title is undoubted; and all the At- 
torney General has to dois to see that that title is 
conveyed to the United States. I believe that in 
most of the States it has sk for the 
exclusive jurisdiction of the United States, or at 
least for the concurrent jurisdiction of the United 
States and the State in which the work exists. 
Here, however, there is no such provision. 

Mr. GWIN. A general law has 
by the Legislature of California relinquishing all 
jurisdiction to these sites, and covering this very 
case. 

Mr. CLARKE. That may be so; I dare say 
that it is so; | by no means dispute with the hon- 
orable Senator: but I do conceive that there should 
not be so much haste—for haste makes waste—in 
making appropriations for this rich and golden 
State of California. I have not, Mr. President, 
the slightest disposition to curtail in any degree 
any appropriations for anything tendinz to the 
advancement of California. There are in the 
State of California those in whom I feel a deep 
interest, and I would be glad to see everything 
that is proper done for that State. But I do think 
that a State which has not been three years in the 
Union absolutely forces us beyond our patience 
when she asks for these enormous appropriations 
When were appropriations approaching anything 
of this kind ever asked for by other portions of 

| the Union? A project for a railroad to the Pacific 
| has been presented here. I voted for seed I 
| shall be at all times willing to vote for it. I want 
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hardly 
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usual to a 


been passed 


an iron band to bir 


No Senator here wants one mort 

voted for a bill to construct a telegwraphic line to 
the Pa “ific, to € neop he Atlar 
coast to com I ite WwW 1 their f ends on the 
Pacific by the aid of lightning. 

l am willing to vote for all these things: but 
when uu come to these enormous appropriations 
to ber in California, where we know labor 
very high, and the population is not yet dense 
enough to develop t resources of the couniry, 
agricuitural as we 4 . | ist nause. 
here is no im tate é ty f invthing of 
this kind We vided ft { 1s In C a 
ifornia in the Army { tho j \ ythpe 
you get those f ficatior t the Golden Gate 
the bay of San Fra isco will be well defe ded, 

ind the shipp r there will be perfectly secure 
from any pot of e world For this provie 
ion I voted st as cheerf vy as | ever vave a 
vote in my life. When San F ts these 
fortifications at the point called the Golden Gate, 
well may she tthe w lat defi e, for she will 
be perfectly secure » Power earth will be 
capable of disturbing her—not even the whole 
naval power of Gre Britain | ' et} , 
as they are. Under these circun nees | can eee 
no necessity for any great hast the erect of 
a navy-yard when nno l thing to the 
defense of that bay 

[here are also her consider or to indi us 
to refra n from I ik ne haste I t } att in 
the first piace, the title to the : “ nh i 
been selected for the navy-y hardly y é 
cured, The Senator rom | nos SAVS thal é 
longs to an individual; i that it L v to 
make an appropriation to secure the ‘ ts 
of this individual, so as to let this Government be 
put into an entire nosa¢ mon ¢ | fee } ‘ 
the soil. Then there should be a ce mn of juris- 
diction on the part of California It is said that 
h is been done. l do not deny it vany rie 
butit should be ascertained be na da and 
then when these points have been settled, t 
propriations can pe pa ed throu for them a n 
every other part of the country, ind you can be n 
with the navy-vard, the site for which hus been 
selected. There has been no engineer to see in 
what position it should be It w e rec ected 
that at the last session we were told that the watera 
of California were different from those of the east- 
ern shore of this continent: that nothing could be 
done then without stone and mortar: that no pile 


could be driven in the 
be safely pl 
gered by 


water; that no timber could 


ed there because it would be endan- 


worms; that in three or four years the 


worms in the water would eat up any timber placed 
anywhere inthe harbor of San F sco Now, 
sir, [| have it from a naval officer, who has been 
there for the last six months, that there is no such 
fear of the destruction of the iber hy le 
worms tn the water of California I put ve 


tion to him, ** What are the |e ado i Cali- 


fornia with the dock?” ‘* Sir,’ ihe. “the Je 

sees are now building a pier and driv ; vn the 
piles.”’ ** Piles!’’ 11; “why I understood the 
worms were so enormous and numero is to de 
stroy everything in the water: nstr icted of woo , 
‘* Yes, they are driving pile gf? & i ré we fs na 
upon investigation itturns outt t there omore 
danger of the destruction « f pile or any other tim- 
ber placed in the waters of California, than there 


is in the other waters of 
asked him where they were building this * pier.’’ 


the country. 


The y are building it,’’ said he, ** at Mare Isl- 
ai Now, I should like to know who gave 
these people the liberty to build at Mare md 
Who owns Mare Island 

W hat I have said in this matter I do not desire to 
be interpreted into an o osition tom ing proper 
appropriations for California; and if this appro- 
priation were proposed in t Fame way as ap- 
propriations are made for other portions of the 
country, I snot ld not ovject to it, Out would most 


cheerfully, on the other | ind, vote forit. Lholdin 


my hand a memorandum of all the estimates that 
have been made by the Navy Department for all 
the navy-yards in the United States We 

just voted an appropriation of some $300,000 or 
$400 00 for navvy-vards in different sections, i 
one that I most cheerfully voted for in the Star 
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this memorandum, it appears that the whole 
amount of estimates made by the Navy Depart- 
ment for the different navy-yards in the country 
for the year is $2,197,934. And how much of that 
do you suppose is for California? Nine hundred 
and seventy-four thousand eight hundred and fifty- 
one dollars, leaving $1,223,083 for all the other 
navy-yards of the United States. ' 

I concur in the importance of protecting the 
shores of the Pacific, of having the harbor of San 
Francisco protected, and of having a navy-yard 
there. If I could have my way to-day, I would 
have a navy-yard, if it could be erected instantly 
and put into operation; and I would have a good 
stone dock into which any vessel would be able 
to go, which would last from generation to gener- 
ation. Butthat I know cannot be done instantly. 
The only objection | have to this appropriation is 
the immense amount. I think that the amend- 
ment should be more guarded than it is as regards 
the rights of the United States to the propert 
and to the jurisdiction. It seems to me that with 
those guards an appropriation of half the sum 
would be as much as could be possibly expended 
before the next session of Congress. 

Mr. GWIN. Mr. President, 1 want itto be 
understood that from the beginning | have asked 
for no appropriation for a navy-yard in Califor- 
nia, and that so far as my knowledge extends, 
none of the California delegation have asked for 
it. It cannot, therefore, be charged to the Cali- 
fornia delegation that they have asked for large 
appropriations, or have outraged the patience of 
any one here or elsewhere, on account of what 
we have asked for a navy-yard. We have asked 
for nothing, not a dime. 

Sir, these are the estimates from the Navy De- 
partment, sent to the Naval Committee without 
consulting us—certainly without consulting me— 
and without any knowledge, on my part, that 
they were to be made out in this way. I never 
knew that such an amount of money was to be 
asked for from Congress for this purpose, until I 
saw itin print. Therefore, so far as the Califor- 
nia delezation, or | am concerned, we have had 
nothing to do with it. This estimate came from 
the proper Department, and is the amount which 
they thought could be properly expended during 
the next fiscal year at San Francisco. As chairman 
of the Committee on Naval Affairs, in obedience 
to the instructions of that committee, and not as 
a representative from California, I ask for a res- 
toration of the estimates of the Department. | 
wish it to be understood that not as an individual 
or as a representative of California, but as the 
organ of the Naval Committee of this House, I 
have brought this matter forward and ask for the 
restoration of the estimates of the Department. 

Now, in regard to the individual title to this 
property, | understand that it has not only been 
extinguished but that the moaey has been paid. 
The Secretary of the Navy has extinguished all 
claims to the property, and has expended a part of 
the $100,000 heretofore appropriated for that pur- 
pose. [Ele has, as i understand, after a most elab- 
orate examination into the title to Mare Island, 
agreed, in order to have a perfect title to the prop- 
erty, in order that he may commence operations 
as soon asthis bill passes, to buy out the private 
claim. 

Now, I should like to know of the Senator from 
Rhode Island the name of the officer to whom al- 
lusion was made by him, and who informed him 
thata pier was now being built at this island, and 
that there was no danger to be apprehended from 
worms eating up timber in the bay of San Fran- 
cisco. There are hundreds of persons in this city 
whose judgment and knowledge derived from 
their own personal experience in regard to the 
destruction of their own property can be consulted, 
and who have spent thousands of dollars to fill up 
piaces where piles have been driven in and eaten 
up by worms. Their information would have 
pretty good weight against that of any officer of 
the Navy, who had merely been to California and 
back on the public service. 

Mr. SHIELDS. I do not wish to make further 
remarks, but if the honorable Senator will permit 
me, I will make two points. 

First: Is it admitted that the title to this prop- 
erty is in private individuals? 

Mr. GWIN. All private title has been bought 
and paid for. 


ee 


r. SHIELDS. The honorable Senator says || 
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that the private title has been bought and paid for. 
Then we ought to have the evidence of it here be- 
fore we make the appropriation. But if the Sec- 
retary of the Navy says that the property has 
been bought and paid for, I will give up that. 
Then there is another point in this case: The 
ordinary appropriation estimated for is about 
$400,000, and then the Department adds $550,000 
tor extraordinary expenditure in California. If 
that addition is necessary in this case it must be 
necessary to increase the Army and Navy expend- 
iture in the same proportion. 

Mr.GWIN. My honorable friend from Illi- 
nois reported a bill giving officers of the Army in 
California double pay, and it was passed by the 
Senate, thus acknowledging by his own official 
action that an increase of prices is necessary there. 
The Naval Committee has also reported a similar 
increase for the Navy. And now look at the sal- 
aries other officers of the Government receive in 
California, as compared with officers here. The 
collector of the port of San Francisco receives 
$10,000 per annum, while the collector of New 


York city receives but $6,000. And the same 


comparison may be made with all the other offi- | 


cers. The necessary expenses are much greater | 
there than here. 
Mr. SHIELDS. The honorable Senator is 


mistaken in regard to myaction. The additional 
pay granted, was not as large as he mentioned, 
and was given originally when the gold was first 
discovered, and not at the present time. 
Mr.GWIN. I alluded to what has been paid. 
I know that the officers of the Army and Navy 
have had this additional compensation. Now a 
word more in regard to the appropriation for 
the navy-yard. My colleague has stated that this 
amount cannot be profitably expended there du- 
ring the next fiscal year. That explanation is 
satisfactory to me, and I am willing that he should 
name what can be properly expended. If he will 


do so I will vote for that amount, and no more. | 
My action here upon the subject has been as | 
chairman of the Committee on Naval Affairs ask- || 
ing for a restoration of the estimates of the De- | 
My opinion | 


partment, and I have done my duty. 
is that the amount named can be profitably expend- 
ed; but inasmuch as my colleague differs from 
me, | do not intend to ask the Senate for more 
than is necessary. I defer to his judgment, and 
whatever he states I will vote for. 

Mr. WELLER. I am not as competent, of 
course, to decide the question as to how much 


money can be employed during the next fiscal | 


year in the construction of this navy-yard as the 
Secretary of the Navy himself; but I did under- 
take to express the opinion a short time ago that 


$500,000 were, in my judgment, as muchas could | 


be usefully and profitably employed during the 
next fiscal year. 1 would be as unwilling to vote 
for an extravagant appropriation of the public 


money in the State of Californiaaselsewhere. It | 


has been my object here, whenever | have been 
called upon to vote, to exercise that power in the 
same way,so far as my own State was concerned, 


as I would if my location had been elsewhere. | 


But my friend from Rhode [sland ought to be able 
to see that all of these public improvements must 
necessarily cost a great deal more in the State of 
California than in the State of Rhode Island. If 
he will only look to the fact that common labor is 
worth at least three times as much in the State 
which I partly represent as in the State from 
whence he comes, he will readily perceive why it 
is that when you come to engage in a public im- 


provement, a larger appropriation is necessary 


there than elsewhere. 

The Senator says, although we have been but 
three years in the Union, we have been very ex- 
orbitant in our demands on the National Treas- 
ury. Sir, that Senator forgets the fact that we 
had no territorial government there. 
state of infancy—no period when we could thrust 
our hands into the National Treasury, and de- 
mand that the Federal Government should do that 
which she has done for the other new States of the 
Union. All the other new State have had their 
territoria governments, and the expenses of those 
governments have been defrayed from the Na- 
tional Treasury; but California came into the 
Union a full-grown State. The inhabitants of 
other States thrust themselves into our territory. 
They have gone there at the rate of from fifty to 
one hundred thousand a year. They have pro- 
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duced the necessity for an immediate appropria. 
tion of public money, in order to defend that ter. 
ritory from aggression, in order to protect oy, 
| commerce, a vast amount of which is now floatipo 
on the Pacific. It is for that reason that many o; 
these appropriations which have struck the ming 
of my friend from Rhode Island as exceedingly 
extravagant, are, when you come to look jn, 
the facts, absolutely*indispensable; and I beg the 
Senate now to understand, that I would not vote 
for an expenditure of the public money withiy 
the limits of California, if | were not satisfied 
that the necessity of the public interest demanded 
it. The mere fact that I am a representative 
| of that particular portion of the Confederacy 
| would not induce me to vote for an appropriation 
which, if located elsewhere, I should regard as 
extravagant in its character. I therefore said, 
after having cast my eye hastily over the matter, 
that, in my judgment, $500,000, instead of $900,000, 
was as much as probably could be used in the cop. 
struction of this navy-yard inone year. Sir, tha: 
that portion of the Confederacy has not been cared 
for by the Federal Government as it should have 
been, must be obvious to every Senator here, 
More than two years ago you made an appropri- 
ation to give us light-houses on the Pacific coast, 
and there is nota single light-house to be found 
there. You have left the whole of that one thou- 
sand miles of coast upon the Pacific unprotected 
and undefended; yet when we ask for a navy- 
yard, where our vessels can be repaired, or where 
wecould make the necessary preparations to repel 
a foreign enemy, we are charged by the Senator 
from Rhode Island with extravagance. Let me 
say now to those belligerent Senators here, (and 
[am sorry there are so many of them,) who have 
| been talking so lightly of involving this country in 
a foreign war, that if the country be involved ina 
war, there is no section of the Union that must 
suffer more than that section from whence I come, 
for the reason, as I have remarked, that you have 
| not lighted our coast; you have not defended our 
harbors; you have given us no war-steamers to pro- 
tect the vast amountof ourcommerce. A war with 
any maritime Power would involve a large portion 
of our people in utter ruin. Let me then say to 
those gentlemen who talk so lightly of involving 
this country in a war with a maritime Power, 
Make preparations in time to protect our people 
upon the Pacific from that adversary. 
** He jests at scars who never felt a wound.”’ 

Any one who has been upon the battle-field, and 
who has seen his associate and friend stricken 
down by the balls of the enemy, will never taik 
of involving the country in the horrors of war. 
Then let me say to those gentlemen, that if they 
really want to engage in a war, they should take 
care to put the country in a proper state of de- 
| fense. We have an immense territory of one 

thousand miles upon the Pacific coast. We have 

a vast amount of commerce there. We desire be- 
| fore you provoke a war, that you shall put us in 
a proper state of defense. An enemy might not 
be able to conquer us. They might, however, 
take our harbors, bombard our cities, drive our 
inhabitants to the mountains; but it would be ut- 
terly impossible to conquer the proud spirit of the 
| Americans who are standing upon the shores of 

the Pacific. Let them feel—let them know that 
| the protecting arm of the Federal Government is 
extending over them precisely as it is over that 
man who lives in the very heart and center of the 
Republic. They are bone of your boneand flesh 
of your flesh. They have gone to that country 
to better their fortunes, and are now upon the far- 
| distant shores of the Pacific. They are standing 
_under the American flag, and are entitled to the 
protecting arm of the Government. They feel 
already that they are far away from you, and 
know that they are distant from the home Gov- 
ernment. Let them not feel this more oppress- 
ively by the neglect of this Government to appro- 
priate for their wants. 

Mr. CLARKE. I will not take up the time 
of the Senate by any observations which I might 
have wished to make, though I was going to give 
my hearty concurrence to much that fell from the 
/honorable Senator from California who spoke 

last. I would, however, propose to the Senator 
| from California to reduce the amount of the appro- 

riation to $500,000, and then to insert a provis- 
| 1on, that before any portion of it should be ex- 
|| pended the President of the United States should 
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